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Port of Skamania County 

Minutes of the Board of Commissioners 

Regular Meeting (rescheduled) 

November 9, 2009, 3:00 pm 

 

Call to Order: Commissioner Truitt, as acting President, called the meeting to order at 

3:02 pm. 

 

Attendance: Commissioner Tony Bolstad via telephone, Commissioner WD Truitt acting 

as President, Commissioner Judy Teitzel, Attorney Ken Woodrich, Manager  

John McSherry, Facilities Specialist Karl Wilkie, Auditor Monica Masco, and 

Administrative Assistant Julie Mayfield.  

 

There was a brief discussion of lessons to be learned from the activities of Skamania 

County’s former Auditor. 

 

Public Comment: none; closed at 3:32 pm. 

Meetings and Seminars: 

Stevenson Small Business Showcase: Commissioners Teitzel and Truitt, plus John, 

Monica, and Julie attended. 

John and Julie will attend a Personal Services Contracting training in Longview on Friday. 

The Washington State Legislature is requiring this training and designated WPPA as 

trainer. 

 

Minutes Approval:   

---MOTION--- Commissioner Teitzel moved to approve the October 27, 2009 

Regular Meeting Minutes. Commissioner Bolstad seconded; the motion carried.  

Vouchers Approval:  

---MOTION--- Commissioner Truitt stepped down and moved to approve the Pre-

issued General Fund Voucher numbered 12284 through 12284 in the amount of 

$600.44, dated November 2, 2009. Commissioner Teitzel seconded; the motion 

carried. 

---MOTION--- Commissioner Teitzel moved to approve the General Fund 

Vouchers numbered 12285 through 12318 in the amount of $191,582.23 dated 

November 9, 2009. Commissioner Truitt stepped down and seconded; the motion 

carried. 

 

Administrative Approvals:   

 

Gorge Delights requested an extension to their 2008 lease amendment postponing their 

CPI increase. It was noted the current CPI was negative. The extended lease amendment 

will change the effective date of the CPI from October 1, 2009 to December 31, 2010. 
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---MOTON---Commissioner Teitzel moved to approve the Lease Amendment 

Extension for Gorge Delights, according to the draft that was included in the 

Commissioner Packets and is attached to these minutes. Commissioner Truitt 

stepped down and seconded; the motion carried. 

 

Slingshot Sports (Slingshot) was scheduled to move into the Discovery II Building on 

November 1, 2009; however, due to construction delays, the Discovery II Building will not 

be completed and ready for Slingshot to move in until January, 2010. Slingshot stated in a 

letter dated November 2, 2009 to the Port Manager that this move-in delay will adversely 

impact Slingshot both financially and operationally. Slingshot requested, as mitigation for 

this move-in delay, a $992.00 per month reduction in rent for the continued occupancy of 

the Tichenor Building for the months of November and December 2009—an amount equal 

to the difference in lease rates between the Tichenor Building ($3,632.00/month) and the 

Discovery II Building ($2,640.00/month). A discussion of Slingshot’s proposed two 

months of  rent reduction as mitigation for the move-in delay concluded in a compromise:  

 

---MOTON---Commissioner Teitzel moved to modify Slingshot Sports’ lease 

payments for the continued occupancy of the Tichenor Building during the 

completion of the Discovery II Building as follows: for the month of November 

the lease rate will remain at $3,632.00; for mitigation for the move-in delay, the 

lease rate for the month of December will be $2,640.00—the lease rate for the 

Discovery II Building. Commissioner Bolstad seconded; the motion carried. 

 

Staff Reports:   

 

 Attorney’s Report:  none. 

 

 Facilities Report:  Presented by Facilities Specialist Karl Wilkie 

 

1. Grounds Maintenance: The waterfront pathway between Stevenson 

Landing and Leavens Point (behind 126 SW Cascade Avenue) is 

collapsing into the Columbia River. Karl barricaded the trail and posted 

closed signage. Karl has been mulching leaves and keeping drainage 

ditches clear of debris; applied herbicide at Slaughterhouse Point and other 

areas; irrigation has been drained and winterized; Karl installed wire on 

several waterfront trees being eaten by beavers; a snow blower was 

purchased. 

2. Facilities Maintenance: The restrooms are still open; cruise ships season is 

over; Clint Crist will install the grab rails on the newly finished stairs 

leading from the sidewalk on Cascade Avenue to a man door on the north 

side of the River Point building; the banks adjacent to the new stairs have 

been seeded with grass; over half the wheel stops are now installed at River 

Point/Tichenor parking areas. 

3. Kanaka Creek Kids: They have recently been working on science projects 

and doing research on spawning salmon at Kanaka Creek. 
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 Manager’s Report:  Presented by Manager John McSherry 

 

1. Tenants Update: 

Slingshot Sports—The anticipated move-in date for the Discovery II 

Building is now January. Slingshot requested a lease rate for the mezzanine 

above Battelle’s offices. John proposed a square-foot rate, which was 

rejected. Usable space in the mezzanine will be limited by HVAC 

equipment and other utilities; John proposed waiting until the mezzanine 

area is completed before establishing a lease rate for the space. 

Battelle—Battelle is requiring a new contract for the 3,150 square feet of 

office space in the Discovery II Building, instead of modifying their current 

contract for the Skye Building. Battelle is proposing a 2-year lease with two 

options. They are requesting January 1, 2010 as a move-in date. They are 

also requesting that the Skye Building lease rate be modified to reflect 

warehousing space only, since all offices will be in Discovery II. The 

Commission directed John to proceed with lease negotiations.  

Beacon Rock Golf Course—they may be keeping the restaurant open 

through the winter this year. 

Insitu—they recognized that some of the leaks in the roof at the River Point 

Building were caused by their construction activities and have been 

repairing them in house. Insitu hired a roof inspector and will meet with 

John after the report is complete. 

The Crab Shack—closed for the winter. 

2. Discovery II: The roof installation should be completed on November 20.  

3. Wavebreak: meeting between the parties and the mediator is being set-up. 

The meeting site is at the mediator’s office in Vancouver. 

4. Cascades Business Park: The Public Works Board funded our grant 

application of $600,000 for infrastructure. John sent a press release to the 

Pioneer. A committee consisting of Commissioner Bolstad, John, and Julie 

will review and select an engineering firm from our Professional Services 

List. John was authorized to hire a Project Manager for this project. 

 

Unfinished Business:  

 

 Food Bank: Skamania County will lease space to the Food Bank in the former 

County Public Health Building on Rock Creek Drive; 126 SW Cascade is no 

longer being considered. 

 Thank-You Letter to County: still in draft form. 

 Budget: the 2010 budget will be adopted at the next Commission Meeting. Each 

Commissioner will meet individually with John and Monica before then. The 

seasonal maintenance position was discussed; it was decided this position will 

remain seasonal. Karl requested a wage increase—the Commission will review 

wage information. It was suggested that the Port should establish a wage range and 

“steps” for each position. 
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New Business:   
 

 Scott Mathany Real Estate Contract: Scott Mathany requested a modification to 

his real estate contract with the Port: to eliminate the balloon payment in April 

2010 and to continue the payment to full term in 2015. The interest rate on the 

contract is 6 percent. The Commission decided to accept Mr. Mathany’s proposal 

stipulating that the attorney fees required to modify the contract be paid by 

Mr. Mathany. 

 Port Annual Holiday Party Date: December 8, 2009, from 11:30 am to 2:00 pm; 

the regular Commission Meeting will follow at 3:00 pm. 

 Bridge of the Gods Kiteboarding Fest Date: tentatively scheduled for June 11 

through 13, 2010; John will discuss this event with Insitu prior to committing to a 

date. 

 Port Staff Appreciation Event: Skamania Lodge, in January, was chosen for a 

staff dinner. A day needs to be set. 

 State Audit Exit Interview: It was decided that Commissioner Teitzel and John 

will attend the exit interview; the proposed dates are November 16 or 17, 2009. 

 

Commissioner Bolstad’s telephone disconnected around 4:55 pm. Karl left at 5:50 pm; 

Ken left at 6:03 pm. 

 

Executive Session:  Commissioner Truitt called for an Executive Session at 5:50 pm to 

6:00 pm for 10 minutes per RCW 42.30.110 (g) To evaluate the qualifications of an applicant for 

public employment or to review the performance of a public employee. However, subject to RCW 
42.30.140(4), discussion by a governing body of salaries, wages, and other conditions of employment to be 
generally applied within the agency shall occur in a meeting open to the public, and when a governing body 
elects to take final action hiring, setting the salary of an individual employee or class of employees, or 
discharging or disciplining an employee, that action shall be taken in a meeting open to the public. 
 

Adjournment: The Chairperson adjourned the meeting at 6:30 pm. 

 

Next Meeting:  The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Port Commissioners 

is MONDAY November 23, 2009, 3:00 pm, (rescheduled from November 24) at the Port 

office conference room: 212 SW Cascade Avenue, Stevenson, Washington: Adoption of 

Budget. Commissioner Bolstad will be present. 

APPROVED BY:  

   _____________________________________ 

Commissioner Tony Bolstad, President 

_____________________________________ 

Commissioner WD Truitt, Vice-President 

_____________________________________ 

ATTEST:    Commissioner Judy Teitzel, Secretary 

___________________________________ 

Julie Mayfield, Administrative Assistant 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=42.30.140

