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Port of Skamania County 

Minutes of the  

Board of Commissioners Regular Meeting 

October 14, 2008 

 
 

Call to Order: President Teitzel called the meeting to order at 4:03 p.m. with public 

comment open until 4:34 p.m. 

 

Attendance: In attendance from the Port were Commissioner Judy Teitzel, Commissioner 

Tony Bolstad, Commissioner W.D. Truitt, Attorney Ken Woodrich, Manager 

John McSherry, Facilities Specialist Karl Wilkie, Accounting Tech. Tina Tarani, Auditor 

Monica Masco, and Administrative Assistant Julie Mayfield.   

 

Public Comment: None; public comment was closed at 4:34 pm. 

 

Meetings and Seminars:  

 

• Business moving to Skamania County: John met with a business owner who has 

moved his residence to Skamania County and is interested in moving his business 

as well. John showed him the facilities at Skamania County’s Wind River Business 

Park. 

• Wind River Business Park: John McSherry met with Scott Pineo, the Manager of 

Skamania County Parks and Grounds, to discuss the lease between the County and 

the Port for the Wind River Business Park. 

• Wind River Business Park:  John toured Commissioner Bolstad around this site. 

• October 14 Skamania County Commissioners Meeting: John and Commissioner 

Truitt attended this meeting to request .09% Optional Sales and Use Tax funding 

for the “Discovery II” Building. 

• Health Care Authority Pre-enrollment Seminar:  Tina attended this seminar in 

preparation for health insurance open enrollment in the end of October and through 

November. 

 

Minutes Approval:   

 

---MOTION--- Commissioner Bolstad moved to approve the September 22, 2008 

Regular Meeting Minutes. Commissioner Truitt seconded the motion. The 

motion carried.  

 

Vouchers Approval:  

 

---MOTION--- Commissioner Truitt moved to approve the Pre-issued General 

Fund Vouchers numbered 11428 through 11437 in the amount of $5,234.22, 

dated October 1, 2008. Commissioner Bolstad seconded the motion. The motion 

carried. 
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---MOTION--- Commissioner Truitt moved to approve the General Fund 

Vouchers numbered 11438 through 11476 in the amount of $30,969.31, dated 

October 14, 2008. Commissioner Bolstad seconded the motion. The motion 

carried. 

 

Administrative Approvals:  

 

---MOTION--- Commissioner Bolstad moved to ratify the acceptance of the 

CERB Initial Offer of Funding for the “Discovery II” Building in North 

Bonneville, signed by Commissioner Teitzel, dated September 30, 2008.  

Commissioner Truitt seconded the motion. The motion carried. 

 

---MOTION--- Commissioner Bolstad moved to approve Resolution 6-2008, A 
resolution of the Board of Commissioners of the Port of Skamania County authorizing 
and directing the President of the Board to execute on behalf of the Port of Skamania 
County an agreement between the Washington State Community Economic 
Revitalization Board (CERB) and the Port of Skamania County for aid in financing the 
costs of public facilities consisting of the Construction of a Multi-Purpose Industrial 
Building (the “Discovery II” Building) in North Bonneville, Washington.  
Commissioner Truitt seconded the motion. The motion carried. 

 

---MOTION--- Commissioner Truitt moved to approve Resolution 7-2008 A 
Resolution of the Board of Commissioners of the Port of Skamania County Amending 
the SAFETY POLICY.  Commissioner Bolstad seconded the motion. The motion 

carried. 

 

---MOTION--- Commissioner Truitt moved to approve Resolution 8-2008 A 
Resolution of the Board of Commissioners of the Port of Skamania County Amending 
the PERSONNEL MANUAL to Include the Sexual Harassment Policy.  Commissioner 

Bolstad seconded the motion. The motion carried. 

 

There was discussion about property taxes in Skamania County and how the Port of 

Skamania County determines its annual tax levy rate. John reported that in the past the 

Commission has elected not to increase its tax levy but to accept the taxes on new 

construction and the increase in value on State Assessments (utility right-of-ways). 

Because the Port does not increase its annual tax rate and the valuation of the property in 

the Port district has increased over the years, the Port’s effective levy rate has decreased 

over the years. Commissioner Bolstad requested graphs to be presented at the next meeting 

showing the change in the Port’s tax levy rates over time. 

 

Staff Reports: 

 

• Auditor’s Report: Monica reviewed the 2009 budget schedule with the 

Commission. A 2009 Budget Workshop was scheduled for one hour before our 

next meeting on October 28, at 3:00 pm.  Meeting notice will be posted on our 

door, our website, and local post office. 



Port of Skamania County  

Board of Commissioners  

October 14, 2008                                              

 

3 

  

 

 

• Manager’s Report:  Presented by Manager John McSherry: 

 

1. Skye Building, North Bonneville: Tenant Battelle has extended its lease for 

the Skye Building another 2 years. They have expressed a need for 

additional office space and John is proposing to offer them space in the 

Tichenor Building. 

2. Grant from the .09 Tax Fund: Skamania County approved the Port’s 

request for .09 Tax Fund dollars to aid in funding the Discovery “II” 

Building in North Bonneville.  The WIB loan request has been submitted 

to the EDC and is in process. 

3. Skamania County EDC: Commissioner Truitt will attend the EDC’s 

Annual Retreat on Thursday October 16. The EDC director, Peggy Bryan, 

is planning on presenting goals of working closely with the Port in 2009 

and efforts to market Port properties and the Wind River Business Park.  

4. Wind River Business Park: John met with a potential tenant for one of the 

buildings there. John continues to work with Scott Pineo of Skamania 

County to work out the details of the lease contract between the Port and 

the County. The management projections for this site will be included in 

the 2009 budget projections. 

5. Discovery II Building: John continues to work with the architect, DSP, for 

the new Discovery II Building in North Bonneville.  DSP has met with the 

Planning Advisor for the City of North Bonneville. They are currently 

completing the SEPA and Site Plan.  

6. Purchase of Strategic Property: John is continuing negotiations for the 

purchase of strategic property.   

7. Upcoming Conference Attendance: The WPPA Small Ports Conference is 

in Leavenworth October 22-24, 2008. Tina and Julie will be attending; no 

commissioners are available to attend. Commissioner Teitzel will attend 

the WPPA Annual Conference. 

 

• Attorney’s Report:  Presented by Port Attorney Ken Woodrich: 

 

Ken worked with John on the legal document for the purchase of strategic property. 

Ken commended John on outstanding negotiating skills for the property purchase. 

We need to do a resolution for this purchase at our next meeting. 

 

Ken will attend WPPA’s Municipal Attorneys Conference in Cle Elum. 

 

• Facilities Report:  Presented by Facilities Specialist Karl Wilkie: 

 

1. Evergreen Building: Silver Star Cabinets is using the full warehouse; we 

are painting and installing new carpet in the offices next week. Repairs 

Karl and staff have made to date in the Evergreen building include 

repairing holes in insulation on the walls and ceiling (he passed around a 
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sample of the insulation covering), installing emergency exit lights and a 

bollard to protect the fire sprinkler riser system, and replacing the damaged 

drop ceiling panels in the offices. 

2. The Tichenor Building: Karl replaced the American flag outside the 

Tichenor Building. 

3. Skye Building: Karl re-lamped the Skye Building in North Bonneville. 

4. Beacon Rock Golf Course: A water main at Beacon Rock Golf Course 

broke—the City of North Bonneville did much of the repair. 

5. Cascade Avenue Boat Ramp: The transient floating docks have been taken 

out of the water and set on the east end of the parking area. This year they 

were removed a month later than last year, due to the presence of the 

floating breakwater. An irrigation line at the Cascade Avenue Boat Launch 

ruptured and was repaired. Karl spotted a beautiful Blue Heron resting on 

the boat dock—Julie took photos. 

6. Fishing: The Tribal fishing season seems near its end. Overall the season 

went fairly smoothly with the exception of having to make a formal 

complaint on occasion about nets blocking access to/on the docks and 

Bob’s Beach. 

7. Parks and Grounds: The parks had a lot of use this year. The cruise ships 

will be ending their season next week; we are no longer staffing on the 

weekends. We are back to one seasonal part-time staff person. The mowers 

are busiest in the fall season for leaf mulching. 

 

Old Business:  See Manager’s Report. 

 

General Discussion:  
 

• USGS in Mill A/Willard: John has not followed up and we have not heard from 

them since John toured the Director last month around Port properties available for 

their relocation. 

• Waterfront Fill:  Skamania County is the lead agency for the permit for this 

work. Larry Douglas, the County’s Public Works Director, reported that the staff 

person at US Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) who has/is reviewing the permit 

has left employment with the Corps and a replacement has not been assigned. The 

“in-water” period for work on the Columbia River is from November 1 to 

February 28.   

• Public Relations:  John met with Joanna Grammon of the Pioneer to discuss an 

article on Port activities. An article, however, was never written. John will be 

issuing a press release regarding the construction of the “Discovery II” Building in 

North Bonneville and grants and loans received from Skamania County and 

CERB. Also, John will be issuing a press release on the recent strategic real estate 

purchase, once the purchase is finalized. Julie sent a photo of the blue heron 

fishing off the Boat Ramp docks to the Pioneer, which may be published. Other 

topics for press releases include Silver Star leasing the Evergreen Building. 
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• Surplus Buildings: Karl noted that the Forest Service has buildings to surplus 

from the Willard Fish Hatchery site. These buildings will likely appear on GSA’s 

website. 

• The Crab Shack is currently caught up on lease payments.   

 

New Business:  none. 

 

Executive Session:  None. 

 

Monica Masco left the meeting around 4:25 pm.   

 

Adjournment: The Chairperson adjourned the meeting at 6:31 pm.   

 

Next Meeting:  The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Port Commissioners 

will be Tuesday, October 28, 2008 at 4:00 p.m. at the Port office conference room 40 SW 

Cascade Avenue, Suite 70, Stevenson, WA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPROVED BY:  

   _____________________________________ 

Commissioner Judy Teitzel, President 

 

_____________________________________ 

Commissioner Tony Bolstad, Vice-President 

 

_____________________________________ 

Commissioner W.D. Truitt, Secretary 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

________________________________                

Julie Mayfield, Administrative Assistant 


