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Port of Skamania County 

Minutes of the Board of Commissioners 

Regular Meeting & Annual Budget Hearing 

November 25, 2008 

 

Public Hearing: Commissioner Bolstad, acting as Chair, called the Public Budget Hearing to 

order at 4:01 pm; there was no public comment.  Commissioner Bolstad closed the Hearing at 

4:02 pm.   

 

Call to Order: Commissioner Bolstad called the regular meeting to order at 4:02 pm with 

Public Comment open till 4:32. 

 

Attendance from the Port: Commissioner WD Truitt, Commissioner Judy Teitzel (arriving at 

5:09 pm), Commissioner Tony Bolstad, Attorney Ken Woodrich, Manager John McSherry, 

Facilities Specialist Karl Wilkie, Auditor Monica Masco, Accounting Technician Tina Tarani, 

and Administrative Assistant Julie Mayfield (leaving at 6 pm). 

 

Public Comment:  None.  Commissioner Bolstad closed Public Comment at 4:36 pm. 

 

Meetings & Seminars Reports 

 

Ken Woodrich attended the WPPA’s Attorneys Conference in Tacoma.  Some of the 

topics covered were public meetings/records, financing, and authorized investments. 

 

Commissioner Truitt attended the EDC board meeting for setting priorities for the year 

2009. One of the EDC’s goals is to form a “red carpet” committee to meet and greet 

businesses interested in relocating to Skamania County. 

 

Commissioner Truitt also attended a meeting at the Wind River Middle School 

Library regarding designating Wind River as a “Wild and Scenic River.”  The Gifford 

Pinchot Task Force and reps from the Sierra Club were among attendees. 

 

Minutes Approval:  

 

---MOTION--- Commissioner Truitt moved to approve the minutes of the November 

12, 2008 regular meeting as written.  Commissioner Bolstad, acting President, 

stepped down and seconded.  The motion carried. 

 

---MOTION--- Commissioner Truitt moved to approve the minutes of the 

November 12, 2008 Budget Workshop meeting as written.  Commissioner Bolstad 

stepped down and seconded.  The motion carried. 

 

Voucher Approvals:  

 

---MOTION--- Commissioner Truitt moved to approve the General Fund Vouchers 

Numbers 11536 through 11559 in the amount of $25,482.70 dated November 25, 

2008.  Commissioner Bolstad stepped down and seconded.  The motion carried. 

 

 



Port of Skamania County  

Board of Commissioners  

November 25, 2008    

2 

Administrative Approvals:   

 

---MOTION--- Commissioner Truitt moved to authorize Port Manager 

John McSherry to act in response to emergency situations. Commissioner Bolstad 

stepped down and seconded.  The motion carried. 

 

---MOTION--- Commissioner Truitt moved to ratify the contract of NTE ~$32,320, 

dated November 21, 2008, made with SDS Lumber, for Emergency Removal of the 

Floating Breakwater at Cascade Avenue Boat Launch.  Commissioner Bolstad 

stepped down and seconded.  The motion carried. 

 

Budget Deliberations: some minor budget alterations were discussed. 

 

---MOTION--- Commissioner Teitzel moved to approve Resolution 9-2008, 

2009 Property Tax Levy.  Commissioner Truitt seconded.  The motion carried. 

 

---MOTION--- Commissioner Teitzel moved to approve Resolution 10-2008, 

Approving the 2009 Budget.  Commissioner Truitt seconded.  The motion carried. 

 

 

Staff Reports:  

 

Financial Report:  Reported by Port Auditor Monica Masco.   

 

Cash balance as of October 31, 2008 is $1,102,400.44.  Total revenue for October was 

$127,482.34 and expenditures were $388,465.89: netting excess of expenditures over 

revenue in the amount of $260,983.55; year-to-date excess of expenditures over revenue 

$351,871.94. 

 

Monica noted that the “.09” County grant money ($6,000) for the District Wide Feasibility 

Impact Study, as well as property tax of $66,940.62, were received in October.   

 

The Port is expecting about $56,000 from RCO as the last payment on the Cascade 

Avenue Boat Launch project. 

 

Manager’s Report:  Reported by Port Manager John McSherry.   

 

1. USGS Columbia River Research Lab. John met with Steve Waste, the Lab’s 

Director, and Alec Maule, one of the Lab’s primary investigators to discuss the 

Lab’s new facility. The Lab is now considering two sites: the Port of Skamania’s  

Parcel 2 in North Bonneville and a site on the Port of Camas-Washougal property 

in Washougal. Discussion included the County’s position on supporting 

infrastructure at Parcel 2; capabilities of the North Bonneville sewer facility to 

handle development on Parcel 2; jobs the USGS entity would retain/create; and 

what the Port/Commission can do to induce infrastructure development support for 

Parcel 2.  John recommended that both the County and Port Commissioners visit 

the USGS site in Willard. Additionally, the lab may need temporary office space 

until their new facilities can be built and they are interested in possibly leasing all 

the available office space in the Tichenor Building.  
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2. Federal Economic Stimulus Package. John listed possible Port projects eligible for 

federal funds to promote economic development in 2009 as Cascade Avenue 

improvements, Parcel 2 infrastructure development, and the Discovery II Building.  

Commissioner Bolstad led clarification of the Port’s priorities if these monies are 

available: 1) Discovery II Building construction, 2) Parcel 2 infrastructure 

development, and 3) Cascade Avenue.  

3. Funding Recommendation for 212 SW Cascade Avenue purchase. John and 

Monica recommended obtaining a loan from First Independent Bank to refinance 

the 212 SW Cascade Avenue property purchase.   

---MOTION--- Commissioner Teitzel moved to approve Resolution 11-2008: A 
resolution of the Board of Commissioners of the Port of Skamania County 
authorizing and directing the Port Manager to execute on behalf of the Port of 
Skamania County an agreement with First Independent Bank for financial aid for the 
refinancing of purchased property Skamania County Parcel Number: 0207011171000, 
legal description Lots 14, 15, 16, 17 & 18 & the Westerly 16 feet of Lot 19, also known 
as 212 SW Cascade Ave, Stevenson, Washington. 
Commissioner Truitt seconded. The motion carried. (note:  Commissioner 

Bolstad still acting President) 

4. Holiday Open House Party.  The mailing list and plans for the Port’s December 16 

holiday open house were reviewed.   

 

Facilities Specialist Report:  Reported by Facilities Specialist Karl Wilkie.   

 

1. Paint.  The exterior paint on the Tichenor Building did not perform as specified 

and Sherman Williams warranteed the paint and a new surface coat was applied.   

2. Fall Maintenance.  Karl has been working on roofs of our buildings; fleet 

maintenance; MFG window replacement; bike rack repair at Boat Launch; new 

concrete apron at Discovery Building, and various winter prep.   

3. Evergreen Building.  The interior and exterior landscaping and fence line clearing 

are complete. The tenant seems very pleased with the results. Commissioner Truitt 

commended Karl on a well done project. The carpet is new for the first time in 15 

years. 

4. Cruise Ships. The cruise ships are finished docking for the season; one line is 

closing permanently. 

5. Stevenson Landing.  Fishing slots have not been installed since these will be 

incorporated in the renovation of the landing. 

6. Seasonal Worker.  Tom Williams has been laid off for the season. 

7. Public Use of Waterfront.  There is still a lot of activity on the waterfront since the 

weather has been comparatively warm. 

 

Old Business:  

• Press Releases:  The Pioneer printed a press release we submitted about the new 

energy-efficient night-sky friendly lights on the Tichenor Building.  John continues to 

craft a press release on the property purchases along the Stevenson Waterfront.  The 

Port District Boundary press release was discussed. 
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• December Port Commission Meetings:  A second meeting in December was 

scheduled for December 29, 3:00 pm, for signing checks. 

 

New Business:   

• Election of Officers:  This will take place in the first Port Commission meeting of 

2009.  

 

Executive Session:  Commissioner Bolstad, acting as President, called for an Executive 

Session at 6:35 pm to 6:45 pm for approximately 10 minutes; and again from 6:45 pm to 6:55 

pm for 10 minutes per RCW 42.30.110 to (c) To consider the minimum price at which real estate will be 

offered for sale or lease when public knowledge regarding such consideration would cause a likelihood of 
decreased price. However, final action selling or leasing public property shall be taken in a meeting open to the 

public.  The Commission came out of Executive Session at 6:55 pm; no decisions were made. 

 

The Commission directed the Port Manager to follow up as directed. 

 

Adjournment: Commissioner Bolstad adjourned the meeting at 7:00 pm. Since President 

Teitzel arrived an hour into the meeting, Commissioner Bolstad continued acting as President 

throughout the meeting.   

 

Next Meeting: The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Port Commissioners is 

Tuesday December 16, 2008 at 4:00 pm at the Port office conference room: 40 SW Cascade 

Avenue, Suite 70, Stevenson, Washington.  There will also be a Holiday Open House party at 

noon that day. 

              

 

 

APPROVED BY:  _____________________________________ 
Commissioner Judy Teitzel, President  

_____________________________________ 
Commissioner Tony Bolstad, Vice-President 

_____________________________________ 
Commissioner WD Truitt, Secretary 

 

 

ATTEST: 

_______________________________     _                

Julie Mayfield, Administrative Assistant 


