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Port of Skamania County 

Minutes of the  

Board of Commissioners Regular Meeting and 

District Wide Economic Impact Feasibility Study Grant Public Hearing 

March 13, 2007 

 
 

Call Public Hearing to Order: Vice-President Judy Teitzel, acting as Chairman, 

opened the Public Hearing at 4:00 p.m. 

 

Attendance:  In attendance from the Port were Commissioner Judy Teitzel, 

Commissioner Roger Whitaker via conference call, Port Attorney Ken Woodrich, 

Port Manager John McSherry, Accounting Tech. Tina Tarani, Facilities Specialist 

Karl Wilkie, and Temporary Administrative Assistant Julie Mayfield. Commissioner 

Dave Prosser was not in attendance due to an excused absence. 

 

Public Comment: No public were in attendance. 

 

Port Manager John McSherry gave a presentation on the grant application and what 

will be involved in the process. The Skamania County Economic Development 

Council is working together with the Port; with additional collaboration of a grant 

writer. John is currently gathering letters of support. The application is due by the 

end of the March; with the award meeting being held on May 17, 2007. 

 

Close Public Hearing: The Public Hearing was closed at 4:10 p.m. 

 

Open Regular Meeting: Vice-President Judy Teitzel, acting as Chairman, called the 

regular meeting to order at 4:10 p.m. with public comment open until 4:40p.m. 

 

Public Comment: No public were in attendance. 

 

Meetings and Seminars:  

 

• Windermere After Hours: Port Manager John McSherry, Accounting Tech. 

Tina Tarani, Temporary Administrative Assistant Julie Mayfield, 

Commissioner Judy Teitzel, and Port Attorney Ken Woodrich attended the 

Windermere After Hours even on March 8, 2007. 

 

• Grant Writing Workshop: Accounting Tech. Tina Tarani attended a free 

grant writing workshop held at the Stevenson Library on March 9, 2007. The 

workshop was funded by a grant from the Community Foundation of SW 

Washington; the speaker was Sara Behrman, an independent grant writer. 

Tina gave a brief summary of what was presented and covered. 
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• Skamania County Chamber of Commerce: Port Manager John McSherry 

attended the monthly Chamber Board meeting on March 1, 2007. The 

meeting did not have a quorum. John informed the Port Commission that the 

Chamber is updating their website and is implementing a database software 

package that integrates operations of the organization. 

  

• Grant Writer: John and Julie Mayfield met with Paul Lindberg, an 

independent grant writer hired by the Skamania County Economic 

Development Council, to work on the CERB grant application to fund the 

Port District’s Wide Economic Impact Feasibility Study. 

 

• Stevenson High School: John participated in a program at the high school 

where seniors were given mock interviews with a business of career choice. 

John was one of the interviewers; after interviews were completed the 

interviewers had to write up and critique each applicant. 

 

• Port Website: Temporary Administrative Assistant Julie Mayfield met with 

Greyson Rudd, of G-R Design, to discuss updating the Port website. Some 

update improvements to the website will be developing new web pages for 

the Port’s parks and recreational facilities (i.e. Bob’s Beach, Teo Park, Boat 

Launch, Eastpoint); as well as posting the Park Use Permit in downloadable 

PDF form, and schedules for Teo Park and Stevenson Landing. 

 

• Skamania County Economic Development Council: Commissioner Judy 

Teitzel attended the monthly EDC meeting where they presented an update 

on the Public Development Authority. 

 

• Broughton Landing Project Update: Commissioner Teitzel attended 

today’s meeting in The Dalles, Oregon where the Proposed Plan Amendment 

to the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area Act was discussed by the 

Gorge Commission, which provided opportunities for members of the public 

to express opposition or support. 

 

Minute Approval:  Approval of the minutes of the March 13, 2007 regular 

scheduled meeting was tabled until the next Port meeting of March 27, 2007 at 4:00 

p.m.  

 

Voucher Approvals:  Commissioner Teitzel offered to entertain a motion to 

approve the vouchers. Commissioner Whitaker moved to approve General Fund Pre-

Issued Vouchers Numbered 10208 through 10217 in the amount of $3,256.80 dated 

March 7, 2007.  Commissioner Teitzel stepped down and seconded. The motion 

carried. 
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Commissioner Whitaker moved to approve General Fund Vouchers Numbered 

10218 through 10238 in the amount of $8,663.80 dated March 13, 2007.  

Commissioner Teitzel stepped down and seconded. The motion carried. 

 

Administrative Approvals:  None. 

 

Staff Reports:  

 

• Manager’s Report: Presented by Port Manager John McSherry. 

 

John updated Commissioner Whitaker on the grant application and the grant 

writer hired to write the grant. Commissioner Whitaker requested a copy of 

the grant application sent to him to review once it is drafted. 

 

John is looking at the .08 tax as a possible match to a CERB grant and for 

building out over Tichenor Suite #85. 

  

John reported that Julie Mayfield is helping John with putting a filing system 

together for the Port office, as well as other projects such as: grant 

applications, updating the Port website, proofing job descriptions updates, 

compiling various Port policies (policy and procedures manual, safety, 

vehicle). 

 

The Port did receive payment from Kent Vaughters for The Crab Shack’s 

past due rents. 

 

The wave attenuation is moving along; bids have been received. 

 

John is working with the City of Stevenson on their critical areas ordinance, 

which is part of the city’s comprehensive plan. 

 

The city and county’s initial claim to FEMA for the work performed in 

response to the Piper Road Landslide was denied; alternative funding 

scenarios are being sought. 

 

Tichenor Suite #60 is being marketed. 

 

Angus Ruck, owner of Columbia Gorge Riverside Lodge, is now back in 

town and John will contact him to discuss the Cruise Ship night dockings. 

John reported the tall ships that were to dock at Stevenson Landing two days 

this June, have cancelled. Confirmation with the other cruise lines is still 

pending in receiving definite dates and times on dockings. 

 

The Port vehicle policy has been compiled and completed; a meeting with 

Port Attorney Ken Woodrich to review is needed. 
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Julie Mayfield left the meeting at 4:30 p.m. 

 

• Facilities Report:  Presented by Facilities Specialist Karl Wilkie. 

 

Karl reported the cruise ships are off the Columbia River for two weeks while 

the scheduled maintenance on the locks through the dams is performed. 

 

The City of Stevenson is working with Karl to place two bicycle racks from 

the city. The Bike racks were funded by the hotel/motel tax and designed by 

local artist Pat Hood. 

 

Native plants have been planted around the Port properties; and other parks 

and ground maintenance has been performed. 

 

Karl is working on compiling a list of maintenance items for all Port 

buildings. 

 

Rules for the recently purchased tractor have been written and added to the 

safety policy. 

 

• Attorney’s Report:  None 

 

Other Business: None. 

 

Executive Session: None. 

 

Adjournment: The Chairman adjourned the meeting at 5:15 p.m. 

 

Next Meeting:  The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Port 

Commissioners will be, Tuesday March 27, 2007 at 4:00 p.m.  

            

APPROVED BY:  

   ____________________________________ 

Commissioner Dave Prosser, President                                                                                                                                                            

           

_____________________________________  

Commissioner Judy Teitzel, Vice-President 

                                              

_____________________________________ 

Commissioner Roger Whitaker, Secretary 

 

ATTEST: 

 

________________________________                

Tina Tarani,  Accounting Tech. 


