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Port of Skamania County 

Minutes of the Board of Commissioners 

Regular Meeting 

July 14, 2009, 3:00 pm 

 

 

Call to Order: President Bolstad called the meeting to order at 3:04 pm, with public 

comment open till 3:34 pm. 

 

Attendance: In attendance from the Port were Commissioner Tony Bolstad, 

Commissioner WD Truitt, Commissioner Judy Teitzel, Attorney Ken Woodrich, Manager 

John McSherry, Facilities Specialist Karl Wilkie, Auditor Monica Masco, Accounting 

Technician Tina Tarani, and Administrative Assistant Julie Mayfield.  

 

Public Comment: None. Public comment was closed at 3:34 pm. 

 

Meetings and Seminars: 

 

Commissioner Truitt met with Skamania County Commissioner Jamie Tolfree to discuss 

the Wind River Business Park. 

 

Monica noted she attended the WPPA (WA Public Ports Association) Finance Meeting, 

which Tina reported on attending at our last meeting. 

 

John McSherry, Commissioner Bolstad, and Peggy Bryan, of the EDC, attended an RFI 

informational meeting with a tenant who is interested in relocating to Port property.  

 

Minutes Approval:   

 

---MOTION--- Commissioner Truitt moved to approve the June 23, 2009 Regular 

Meeting Minutes. Commissioner Bolstad stepped down and seconded; the motion 

carried.  

 

Vouchers Approval:  

 

---MOTION--- Commissioner Truitt moved to approve the Pre-issued General 

Fund Vouchers numbered 12006 through 12017 in the amount of $5,669.01, 

dated July 8, 2009. Commissioner Teitzel seconded; the motion carried. 

 

---MOTION--- Commissioner Teitzel moved to approve the General Fund 

Vouchers numbered 12018 through 12048 in the amount of $40,670.08, dated 

July 14, 2009. Commissioner Truitt seconded; the motion carried. 
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Administrative Approvals:   

 

---MOTION--- Commissioner Truitt moved to accept Resolution 6-2009, 

accepting the completion of the 212 SW Cascade Small Works Modification 

Project. Commissioner Teitzel seconded; the motion carried.  

 

Staff Reports:   

 

 Auditor’s Report:  Presented by Port Auditor Monica Masco 

 

Cash balance as of May 31, 2009 is $1,258,774.02. Total revenue for May was 

$70,732.61 and expenditures were $184,104.40: netting excess of expenditures 

over revenue in the amount of $113,371.79; year-to-date net expenditures over 

revenue is $186,084.26. 

 

The next Auditor‟s Report will include a review of the first half of the annual 

budget.  

 

The Port has met its $25,000 match CERB requirement to be eligible for 

reimbursement payments on the Feasibility Study to begin and will begin 

submitting reimbursement requests to CERB for this project.  

 

Most tenants have received their refunds from overpayment of leasehold taxes from 

Washington State Department of Revenue. Five previous tenants affected have 

been sent letters of notification. 

 

 Facilities Report:  Presented by Facilities Specialist Karl Wilkie 

 

1. Festivals: The Bridge of the Gods Kite festival was well attended. The 4
th

 

of July brought a great number of visitors, many from out of town, to the 

Waterfront. Karl and Rhett had two truckloads of debris to dispose of. Karl 

offered the idea of the Port possibly officially sponsoring a 4
th

 of July 

event, in order to ensure safety and to recover costs incurred by the Port. 

This year personal fireworks were not allowed at the County Fairgrounds, 

resulting in a larger crowd at the Port. 

2. Grounds and Facilities Maintenance: Preparation has begun for the 

upcoming paving project at the industrial waterfront area, which will begin 

July 20, 2009. Signs will be posted and tenants have been notified. Karl has 

been assisting Insitu with control of the arborvitae and other construction 

issues at the River Point building and the Tichenor Building. Karl noted the 

high performance of seasonal worker, Rhett Wells, during Karl‟s recent 

vacation. 

 Attorney’s Report:  Presented by Ken Woodrich 

 

Ken reported on the Whistling Ridge Energy Project. It was determined that the 

Port‟s infrastructure and development opportunities would be greatly supported by 

the development of the Whistling Ridge project through increases in sales tax and 
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property valuation created by the project. The Commission authorized Ken to work 

with an outside council to prepare a petition to intervene in support of Whistling 

Ridge Energy, L.L.C. pursuant to the authority of  RCW 34.05.443, WAC 463-30-

091. Commissioner Bolstad will sign the legal document. 

 

 

 Manager’s Report/Unfinished Business:  Presented by Manager John McSherry 

 

1. Tenants Update: 

 

Woodrich & Archer Lease—It was agreed that Ken‟s lease will be renewed 

as a yearly lease.  

Tour Boats—Majestic has still not paid their fees. Cruise West (“Spirit of 

„98”) is behind in payments. 

MFG—the Port gave MFG an agreement to sign relating all conditions for 

lease termination; the agreement remains unsigned by MFG. However, 

MFG has completed all tasks listed in the agreement satisfactorily. Ken and 

John will review and amend the agreement and obtain MFG‟s signature by 

next meeting. 

2. Discovery II:. The Port staff, along with stakeholders such as Slingshot, the 

EDC, DSP Architects, etc. attended a Groundbreaking Ceremony/Photo Op 

today before our Commission meeting. The steel building structure is still 

being fabricated. Estimated delivery date is around August 12, 2009. 

Crestline has begun site work. DSP is working on the plan for Battelle‟s 

expansion into the new facility. 

3. Ft. Cascades Industrial Park (FCIP) (“Parcel 2”): It was decided to 

postpone or cancel the proposed RFI (request for interest). The 

Commission directed John to respond to a request from a fortune 500 

company for information about locating a business campus at FCIP.  

4. Port District Boundary: We are still awaiting input from WPPA‟s 

legislative review meeting, which will take place later this month. 

5. Wind River Business Park (WRBP). Commissioner Teitzel picked up an 

RFQ from Skamania County for management of the WRBP. It was 

determined the Port should send a letter to the County reiterating the Port‟s 

interest in leasing the entire site under terms of our proposed lease. 

 

---MOTION--- Commissioner Truitt moved to send a letter to Skamania 

County, in response to its RFQ for management of the WRBP, restating 

the Port’s previous position. Commissioner Teitzel seconded; the motion 

carried.  

 

New Business:   

 

 Date for Insitu Welcome BBQ: no progress. 
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Executive Session:  Commissioner Bolstad called for an Executive Session at 4:45 pm to 

5:00 pm for 15 minutes, and from 5:01 to 5:16 pm for 15 minutes, and again from 5:27 to 

5:32 pm per RCW 42.30.110 (i) To discuss with legal counsel representing the agency matters relating 

to agency enforcement actions, or to discuss with legal counsel representing the agency litigation or potential 
litigation to which the agency, the governing body, or a member acting in an official capacity is, or is likely to 
become, a party, when public knowledge regarding the discussion is likely to result in an adverse legal or 
financial consequence to the agency, and (c) To consider the minimum price at which real estate will be 
offered for sale or lease when public knowledge regarding such consideration would cause a likelihood of 
decreased price. However, final action selling or leasing public property shall be taken in a meeting open to 
the public. 
 

---MOTION--- Commissioner Truitt moved to authorize the Port to be an intervener in 

the Whistling Ridge Siting Process. Commissioner Teitzel seconded; the motion carried.  
 

There was a brief discussion on the wavebreak. John will review documents provided by 

Ken Woodrich and provide a recommendation to the Commission. A decision should be 

made at the next Commissioners meeting. 

 

Adjournment: The Chairperson adjourned the meeting at 5:37 pm. 

 

Next Meeting:  The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Port Commissioners 

is Tuesday July 28, 2009, 3:00 pm, at the Port office conference room: 212 SW Cascade 

Avenue, Stevenson, Washington. 

 

 

APPROVED BY:  

 

 

 

   _____________________________________ 

Commissioner Tony Bolstad, President 
 

_____________________________________ 

Commissioner WD Truitt, Vice-President 
 

_____________________________________ 

Commissioner Judy Teitzel, Secretary 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_______________________________      _ 

Julie Mayfield, Administrative Assistant 


