
Port of Skamania County                             
Board of Commissioners  
December 8, 2009                      

1

Port of Skamania County 
Minutes of the Board of Commissioners 

Regular Meeting  
December 8, 2009, 3:00 pm 

 
Call to Order: Commissioner Bolstad called the meeting to order at 3:00 pm. 
 
Attendance: Commissioners Tony Bolstad, WD Truitt, and Judy Teitzel; Attorney 
Ken Woodrich, Manager John McSherry, Auditor Monica Masco, Administrative 
Assistant Julie Mayfield, Accounting Technician Tina Tarani.  
 
Public Comment: none; closed at 3:30 pm. 

Meetings and Seminars: 
Commissioner Teitzel attended the Port’s State Audit Exit Interview—she noted the 
auditor commended Monica and Tina for their work on the financials. 
 
John attended the Chamber Board Meeting—he’s on a subcommittee revising the 
personnel policy and by-laws. 
 
Commissioner Bolstad attended the Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee Meeting last 
Thursday. Other attendees were the City of Stevenson, Skamania County Road District, 
Williams Pipeline, Skamania County Sherriff. There will be an online survey for the Port 
to complete and another for Port tenants to complete. 
 
Commissioner Truitt attended the Work Force Housing Meeting last Thursday. The City of 
Leavenworth’s plan was presented as an exemplary example. 
 
Minutes Approval:   

---MOTION--- Commissioner Truitt moved to approve the November 23, 2009 
Regular Meeting Minutes. Commissioner Teitzel seconded; the motion carried.  

Vouchers Approval:  

---MOTION--- Commissioner Teitzel moved to approve the Pre-issued General 
Fund Vouchers numbered 12342 through 12349 in the amount of $4,794.69, 
dated November 25, 2009. Commissioner Truitt seconded; the motion carried. 

---MOTION--- Commissioner Teitzel moved to approve the General Fund 
Vouchers numbered 12350 through 12387 in the amount of $54,814.02 dated 
December 8, 2009. Commissioner Truitt seconded; the motion carried. 

 
Administrative Approvals:   

 
---MOTION--- Commissioner Truitt moved to adopt RESOLUTION 12-2009 A 
RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE PORT OF 
SKAMANIA COUNTY SETTING PORT COMMISSIONER COMPENSATION. 
Commissioner Teitzel seconded; the motion carried. 
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John reported receiving one bid for the Battelle Tenant Improvement project at the 
Discovery II Building in North Bonneville. Five bid packages were picked up by 
contractors. The architect’s estimate was $285,666; the bid received was $272,918 from 
Baker Road Construction. 

---MOTION--- Commissioner Truitt moved to authorize John McSherry to award 
the contract to Baker Road Construction for the Battelle Tenant Improvement at 
the Discovery II Building in North Bonneville, according to the Small Works 
Contract Award Process, and contingent upon: a finalized lease with Battelle, 
Baker Road Construction providing a performance and payment bond, 
construction bond, and following the Port’s Small Works Roster Policy. 
Commissioner Teitzel seconded; the motion carried. 

Staff Reports:   
 

• Attorney’s Report:  Presented by Ken Woodrich 
 
Ken has been working on the BNSF property acquisition, the commissioner 
compensation resolution, and the Methany contract. 

Ken presented comments on the BNSF property purchase contract, which John 
presented to BNSF. Most of the Port’s comments were rejected by BNSF. There 
was discussion on the historical use of the site—John discussed the aerial photos he 
presented at our last meeting and conversations with the North Bonneville City 
Planner, who has extensive personal historical information about the site. It was 
concluded that the site does not pose a significant risk for environmental 
contamination and that the Port should continue pursuing the purchase, contingent 
on a clear title report and title insurance. John will procure title insurance before we 
sign the contract and present the earnest money.  

John authorized DSP Architects to develop building layouts for the property, which 
will help determine where the Port should set the boundaries during the boundary 
line adjustment. 

 
• Facilities Report:  Presented by John McSherry 

 
1. Facilities Staff: Jorge Hernandez is working 40 hours a week, while Karl’s 

on vacation. 

2. River Point Building Roof: John presented a draft of the roof repair report, 
prepared by Professional Roof Consultants. Three options were delineated. 
The Commission concluded that the Port should not replace the roof, but 
pursue options to repair it. 

• Manager’s Report:  Presented by Manager John McSherry 
 

1. Tenants Update: 
Gorge Delights—John has been unable to connect with Gorge Delights to 
execute their lease amendment extension. 
Beacon Rock Golf Course—Sackett’s Winter Café has opened and is 
serving breakfast and lunch. Kevin Coombs reported that he prefers that the 
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driveway areas be repaved, rather than the Port constructing a new gazebo 
or restroom. 
Crab Shack—The Crab Shack is doing catering through the winter months 
while its retail business is closed. 

2. Letter to County: The thank-you letter for the paving project will be sent 
separately from the request for .09 Tax funds toward the infrastructure 
project at Cascades Business Park. 

3. Wavebreak: Mediation is scheduled for December 16, 2009, at 9:00 am in 
Vancouver. John reported on his preliminary discussions with the parties 
involved. 

4. Cascades Business Park: John met with Melanie Sharp of Normandeau 
Associates, environmental consultants, to discuss consultant services for 
the infrastructure construction project.  

John and Julie met online with Terry Dale of the Public Works Board for 
training on their Project Tracking System. 

There was discussion on the Historical and Cultural Review that must be 
done for this site. There will be a reporting plan in place if the Port 
discovers archaeological items during the construction of the infrastructure.  

There was discussion about the water rights to the geothermal well owned 
by the City of North Bonneville. The rights have gone back to WA State 
Department of Ecology. It was concluded that the Port should work with 
other agencies such as the PUD in re-securing those water rights. 

We are still evaluating potential engineers for this project. The project will 
likely be ready for bidding in March 2010. 

5. Discovery II: Hamlin Construction has been working on the demising 
walls. The paving is complete. 

6. Waterfront Enhancement Project: The Port’s request for $100,000 of City 
of Stevenson Hotel/Motel Tax Funds was approved. The contract will be 
ready for signing in January 2010. The Shoreline Permit has been through 
review, with only one comment from Friends of the Gorge. It was noted the 
toe of this project is within the City of Stevenson limits. The Corps of 
Engineers contact is Steve Manlow—John has worked with him before on 
past projects. 

Unfinished Business: See also Manager’s Report 
 

1. Staff Appreciation: A Staff/Commission lunch on January 13, 2010 at 
Skamania Lodge was decided on. There was a discussion about the RCWs 
governing providing financial gifts to employees as a way of showing 
appreciation.  

---MOTION--- Commissioner Truitt moved to authorize providing Port 
Staff with Gift Certificates, according RCW allowances and not-to-exceed 
$50, for performance of year-end close out duties. Commissioner Teitzel 
seconded; the motion carried. 
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2. Port Policies Review Workshop: scheduled for January 13, 2010, following 
the Staff Appreciation lunch. This will be treated as a Special Meeting. 
Initial topics will include the credit card policy and personnel policy (Tina 
will get examples from other ports). 

3. Port District Boundary: Commissioner Bolstad directed John to complete 
the letter regarding the Port District Boundary resolution to the affected 
west end Skamania County residents within the next two weeks. 

New Business:   
 

• Winter Holiday: Port staff have Christmas Day as a paid holiday plus the day 
after. Since this year the day after will be a Monday, staff requested to have the 
day before Christmas Day off. 

---MOTION--- Commissioner Truitt moved to approve staff taking the day before 
Christmas Day off, instead of the day after, since Christmas Day falls on a 
Friday this year. Commissioner Teitzel seconded; the motion carried. 

• Snow Removal Retainer: J&R Dirt Diggers have been retained to provide snow 
removal for tenants on the Stevenson Waterfront. 

• Bonneville Hot Springs Signage: Pete Cam, owner of Bonneville Hot Springs, 
requested that the Port lease him a portion of Cascades Business Park for putting 
up a sign for his business. The Commission determined to direct him to the City of 
North Bonneville and the State Department of Transportation. 

 
Executive Session:  None.  
Adjournment: The Chairperson adjourned the meeting at 6:11 pm. 
 
Next Meeting:  The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Port Commissioners 
is Tuesday December 22, 2009, 3:00 pm, at the Port office conference room: 212 SW 
Cascade Avenue, Stevenson, Washington. This will be an abbreviated meeting since the 
Port Manager will be on vacation and since it’s during the winter holiday break. 

APPROVED BY:  
   _____________________________________ 

Commissioner Tony Bolstad, President 

_____________________________________ 
Commissioner WD Truitt, Vice-President 
_____________________________________ 

ATTEST:    Commissioner Judy Teitzel, Secretary 

___________________________________ 
Julie Mayfield, Administrative Assistant 


