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Port of Skamania County 

Minutes of the Board of Commissioners 

Regular Meeting 

March 10, 2009 

 

Call to Order: President Bolstad called the meeting to order at 4:04 pm. 

 

Attendance: In attendance from the Port were Commissioner Tony Bolstad, 

Commissioner WD Truitt, (Commissioner Teitzel was excused absent), Attorney Ken 

Woodrich, Manager John McSherry, Facilities Specialist Karl Wilkie, Auditor Monica 

Masco, Accounting Tech. Tina Tarani, and Administrative Assistant Julie Mayfield.   

 

Public Comment: none; closed at 4:34. 

 

Meetings and Seminars:  
Commissioner Truitt attended the monthly EDC Workforce Housing meeting. 

Julie and Tina attended a seminar on Minutes Taking in Kennewick. 

 

Minutes Approval:   

 

---MOTION--- Commissioner Truitt moved to approve the February 24, 2009 

Regular Meeting Minutes. Commissioner Bolstad stepped down and seconded; 

the motion carried.  

 

Vouchers Approval:  

 

---MOTION--- Commissioner Truitt moved to approve the Pre-issued General 

Fund Vouchers numbered 11746 through 11752 in the amount of $4,665.94, 

dated March 4, 2009.  Commissioner Bolstad stepped down and seconded; the 

motion carried. 

 

---MOTION--- Commissioner Truitt moved to approve the General Fund 

Vouchers numbered 11753 through 11776 in the amount of $17,054.98, dated 

March 10, 2009. Commissioner Bolstad stepped down and seconded; the motion 

carried. 

 

Administrative Approvals:   

 

---MOTION--- Commissioner Truitt moved to ratify the Restated and Amended 

Slingshot Sports Lease, signed March 2, 2009. Commissioner Bolstad stepped 

down and seconded; the motion carried.  

 

Staff Reports:   

 

 Auditor’s Report:  Presented by Monica Masco 
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Cash balance as of January 31, 2009 is $1,354,037.55. Total revenue for January 

was $29,670.81 and expenditures were $120,315.60: netting expenses over income 

in the amount of $90,644.79. 

 

Leasehold Tax Issue: The Port has been charging each tenant Leasehold Tax at 

12.84% of their net rent. The tax is “passed” through to the state on a quarterly 

basis. It has come to our attention that the amount of Leasehold Tax collected 

should not exceed the Assessed Value of the Property—the amount a private 

property owner would pay in property tax. Based on the Assessed Values of the 

Port owned properties, some of our tenants have overpaid Leasehold Taxes and 

according to the Washington State’s Department of Revenue (DOR), these tenants 

are eligible for refunds up to four years in arrears. Past tenants—in this four-year 

time frame—would also be eligible for refunds. The DOR specified that the refund 

requests should come from the eligible tenants and not the Port. Refunds paid to 

eligible tenants will come from the State and the DOR indicated that it will take 

approximately 90 days to process and send out refunds. The State will also recover 

a portion of funds that it has paid (over the past four years) to local agencies (such 

as Skamania County and the Cities of Stevenson and North Bonneville) from those 

agencies.  

 

Monica recommended the Commissioners authorize her to notify the affected 

tenants that they are eligible for refunds and to send these tenants the information 

they need to apply for the refunds. Monica will calculate new Leasehold Rates for 

the affected tenants starting April 1, 2009.      

 

---MOTION--- Commissioner Truitt moved to direct the Port Auditor, 

Monica Masco, to notify tenants and past tenants eligible for a Leasehold Tax 

Refund and to provide them with the information needed to apply for their 

refund. Commissioner Bolstad stepped down and seconded; the motion carried.  

 

 Facilities Report:  Presented by Facilities Specialist Karl Wilkie 

 

1. Recent water bills for various Stevenson waterfront areas were discussed. 

2. 212 SW Cascade Ave. The bid package went out March 4, 2009 and bids 

are due March 12, 2009 at 4:00 pm. 

3. Seasonal maintenance continues. 

4. Old Saloon Building. Karl suggested several repairs to be made on the building. 

 Attorney’s Report:  none. 

 

 Manager’s Report:  Presented by Manager John McSherry 

 

1. Discovery II, North Bonneville. The bid documents have been published 

for purchasing the steel structure. The Boundary Line Adjustment is almost 

complete.  
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2. Pioneer Article. John passed around a copy of the Pioneer Newspaper with 

a story about recent Port activities. John explained that he had sent the 

Pioneer a press release, and he was interviewed as well, for the article 

printed in the March 11, 2009 edition [the paper can be picked up the day 

before publication date]. 

3. Tenant Updates. There was a brief discussion; Commission was up-dated 

on which tenants were currently past due. 

 

Unfinished Business:  (see Manager’s Report also) 

 

 Wind River Nursery: there was a brief discussion; no update 

 Port District Boundaries: there was a brief discussion; no update. 

 

New Business:  Leasehold Tax—see Auditor’s Report. 

 

Executive Session:  Commissioner Bolstad called for an Executive Session at 5:05 pm to 

5:20 pm for 15 minutes per RCW 42.30.110 (c) To consider the minimum price at which real estate 

will be offered for sale or lease when public knowledge regarding such consideration would cause a likelihood 
of decreased price. However, final action selling or leasing public property shall be taken in a meeting open to 

the public, and (i) To discuss with legal counsel representing the agency matters relating to agency 

enforcement actions, or to discuss with legal counsel representing the agency litigation or potential litigation to 
which the agency, the governing body, or a member acting in an official capacity is, or is likely to become, a 
party, when public knowledge regarding the discussion is likely to result in an adverse legal or financial 
consequence to the agency. 
 

The Commission came out of Executive Session at 5:20 pm; no decisions were made. 

The Commission directed John to continue with lease negotiations. 

 

Adjournment: The Chairperson adjourned the meeting at 5:23 pm.  Monica Masco left at 

5:02 pm; Karl Wilkie left at 5:05 pm. 

 

Next Meeting:  The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Port Commissioners 

is Monday, March 30, 2009, 4:00 pm, at the Port office conference room: 40 SW 

Cascade Avenue, Suite 70, Stevenson, Washington (rescheduled from the previous 

reschedule so that vouchers will impact the correct month of occurrence). 

 

APPROVED BY:  

   _____________________________________ 

Commissioner Tony Bolstad, President 
 

_____________________________________ 

Commissioner WD Truitt, Vice-President 
 

_____________________________________ 

Commissioner Judy Teitzel, Secretary 

ATTEST: 

_______________________________      _ 

Julie Mayfield, Administrative Assistant 


