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Call to Order:  President Teitzel called the meeting to order at 4:05 p.m.   

 

Attendance:  In attendance from the Port were Commissioner Judy Teitzel, 

Commissioner Doug McKenzie, Commissioner Dave Prosser, Port Attorney Kenneth 

Woodrich, Facilities & Operations Manager Keith Chamberlain, Business Development 

Manager John McSherry, Finance Manager Barbara Irving, and Accounting Tech. Tina 

Tarani. 

 

Public Comment: Commissioner Teitzel opened the meeting to public comment at 4:05 

to 4:35 p.m.  In attendance, were Joe Schlick (owner of Stevenson restaurants: Big River 

Grill and Joe’s El Rio), Keith Liggett (member of Stevenson Business Association and 

the Columbia Gorge Racing Association), and Dennis Crow (Port tenant and owner of 

Kinetics, Inc.). 

 

Joe Schlick presented to the Commission a facts sheet (compiled by the Chamber of 

Commerce) on how the cruise ships, docking at the Port dock, are contributing in a 

positive way to many Stevenson businesses, with substantial and noticeable increase of 

visitors/customers, and sales. These businesses would like to see the continuation of the 

cruise ships docking at Stevenson. (A&J Market and Laundromat, Skamania Lodge, Red 

Fish Gallery, It’s a wrap, Gorge Us Dreams, Napa, Little Viking, Bahma, Big River Grill, 

Joe’s El Rio, Marilyn Bolles Art Gallery, Duck Soup, River Town Antiques, Wind River 

Pharmacy, Bloomsbury, Main Street). 

 

It was quite noticeable, to these businesses, when the Empress of the North left for 

Alaska and no longer docked in Stevenson. (The Empress of the North left for the 

summer and returns at the end of September). 

 

Keith Liggett then added to Joe’s presentation on the various past events that have had a 

positive economic impact on the City of Stevenson. He also informed the Commission of 

an upcoming racing event that will be here in Stevenson in two weeks. 

 

The Commission thanked Joe Schlick and Keith Liggett for their presentations and for 

the compiled information, supplied by the Chamber of Commerce, showing the extent the 

cruise ships are having in contributing to the Economic Development of the City of 

Stevenson. 

 

Joe Schlick and Keith Liggett left the meeting at 4:15 p.m. 
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Dennis Crow then made his presentation to the Commission regarding Kinetics growth 

with an additional employee, and that the additional space they require for expanding is 

of the utmost urgency.  He stated he was unhappy with how long the lease negotiations 

are taking. 

 

He stated he had received, but was not happy with, the new lease presented to him from 

the Port. He presented to the Commission a documented proposal stating what Kinetics 

proposes and requires; and listed issues he has with the new lease; namely the lease rate, 

lease term, and some conditions and clauses. 

 

Brian Adams (Port tenant and owner of Sawtooth Technologies, LLC) arrived at 4:38 

p.m. 

 

Facilities & Operations Manager Keith Chamberlain stated this was the first he had heard 

of Kinetics comments on the lease presented to them. 

 

The Commission responded that they were not aware of the extreme urgency of Kinetics 

expanding up until now. 

 

It was also stated by the Commission, that if Dennis Crow had met with Facilities & 

Operations Manager Keith Chamberlain about his concerns instead of waiting for the 

Commission to convene, the negotiations could be further along than they were currently; 

and strongly recommended he work with, and through, Port Staff on the lease 

negotiations. 

 

Facilities & Operations Manager Keith Chamberlain stated the lease presented to 

Kinetics was a macro the Port compiled for Port Attorney Kenneth Woodrich’s office 

space (both office spaces being similar for office use and being the same size in square 

footage). 

 

The Commission informed Dennis Crow that Port Attorney Kenneth Woodrich and 

Facilities & Operations Manager Keith Chamberlain would work on the lease, taking 

Dennis’s concerns into consideration, and try to come up with an acceptable lease 

agreement for both sides. 

 

The Commission thanked Dennis Crow for attending and bringing his concerns and 

presentation to the Board. 

 

Mr. Dennis Crow left the meeting at 4:47 pm. 

 

Executive Session:  Commissioner Teitzel called for an executive session at 4:47 p.m. 

for approximately five minutes ending at 4:52 p.m. to discuss RCW42.30.110 (c). 

 

The Commission came out of Executive Session at 4:53 with no decision being made. 
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A second Executive Session was called under RCW42.30.110 (c) at 4:53 p.m. for 

approximately five minutes ending at 4:58 p.m. to continue discussion. 

 

The Commission came out of executive Session at 5:00 p.m. with no decision being 

made. 

 

Public attendee Brian Adams left during executive session at 4:47p.m. 

 

Minute Approval:  Commissioner Doug McKenzie made a motion to approve the 

minutes of the May 24, 2005 regular scheduled meeting as written. Commissioner Dave 

Prosser seconded the motion. The motion passed. 

 

Vouchers:  Commissioner Doug McKenzie made a motion to approve General Fund 

Vouchers Numbered 15982 through 16021 in the amount of $21,856.09 dated June 14, 

2005.  Commissioner Dave Prosser seconded the motion.  The motion passed. 

 

Commissioner Doug McKenzie made a motion to approve Pre-Issued General Fund 

Vouchers Numbered 15971 through 15981 in the amount of $8,106.34 dated June 1, 

2005. Commissioner Dave Prosser seconded the motion. The motion passed. 

 

Meetings & Seminars: Each Commissioner gave a brief update on the WPPA Spring 

meeting they all attended on May 18-20, 2005 at Lake Chelan. 

 

Commissioner Dave Prosser commented that it appeared to be oriented towards large 

Ports, rather than small Ports, like the Port of Skamania County. 

 

Port Attorney Kenneth Woodrich commented they might find the Small Ports Seminar 

more beneficial to the Port’s needs. 

 

Finance Manager Barbara Irving commented on the Electronic Records Management 

Seminar she attended on June 13, 2005; and passed out a four-page summary of topics 

and information covered. 

 

Barbara also mentioned the WPPA Finance Seminar she is to attend, which will be next 

week June 22nd through 24th. 

 

Administrative Approvals: None 

 

Staff Reports:  

 

• Facilities & Operations Report: Facilities & Operations Manager Keith 

Chamberlain reported that MFG (Port tenant Molded Fiber Glass 

Companies/NW) is having the fire alarm put in at their building themselves, and 

the Port will be cost sharing the expense with them. 
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A few trees were being removed in North Bonneville at the Timber Property. 

 

The sprinklers are in at the Boat Launch; and the irrigation is completed. 

 

Teo Park is ready for the Brew Fest that is coming up on the weekend of June 18 

& 19th, 2005. 

 

• Business & Projects Report: Business Development Manager John McSherry 

reported progress on North Bonneville Parcel II soil removal at 17,000 yards total 

to date; and State Parks still needs about 4,000 more yards. 

 

John informed the Commission he would be attending the City Council meeting 

tonight at 6:00 p.m. for the re-zoning of the North Bonneville 21 acre Timber 

Property and the change to the City’s Comprehensive Plan Zoning Map. 

 

Sale of 21 acre Timber Property: John suggested the Port advertise for offers and 

require a deposit be made in the form of an Earnest Money Agreement. 

 

Discussion on whether to set a minimum price took place. 

 

The Commission instructed Port staff to advertise for offers (contingent upon City 

of North Bonneville approval of re-zone), with an earnest Money Agreement, and 

no minimum price listed. The ad needs to include “The Port may reject any and 

all offers.” 

 

John McSherry left the meeting at 5:43 p.m. 

 

• Financial & Administrative Report:  Finance Manager Barbara Irving mentioned 

she did not have Financials for the meeting, as she was waiting for one more 

report from the Skamania County Treasurer’s Office for her compilation of 

reports. 

 

Barbara informed the Commission she would be investing some Port funds in 

short term Certificates of Deposit that are currently in the Money Market, so that 

the Port may earn additional interest on these funds. 

 

• Attorney’s Report: Port Attorney Ken Woodrich stated there would be a credit on 

his next bill/invoice to the Port, per his agreement with the Port, for one Port 

Meeting he was not able to attend during a one-month period. 

 

Other Business: Commissioner Judy Teitzel mentioned the local Fire Department might 

be interested in some large office items the Port may surplus, due to the Port not having 

the room, or need, for them after the Tichenor remodel. 

 

Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 6:06 p.m. 
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Next Meeting:  The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Port 

Commissioners will be Tuesday, June 28, 2005 at 4:00 p.m. 

              

  

APPROVED BY:  ___________________________ 

Commissioner Doug McKenzie                                                                                                                                                               

           

____________________________  

Commissioner Judy Teitzel   

                                              

____________________________ 

Commissioner Dave Prosser 

 

ATTEST: 

 

________________________________                

Tina Tarani, Accounting Tech 


