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Port of Skamania County 

Minutes of the  

Board of Commissioners Meeting 

August 8, 2006 

 
Call to Order: President Roger Whitaker called the meeting to order at 4:01 p.m. 

with public comment opened until 4:31 p.m. 

 

Attendance:  In attendance from the Port were Commissioner Dave Prosser, 

Commissioner Roger Whitaker, Commissioner Judy Teitzel, Port Manager John 

McSherry, Facilities Specialist Karl Wilkie, and Accounting Tech. Tina Tarani. 

Port Attorney Ken Woodrich and Finance Manager Barbara Irving were not in 

attendance due to excused absence. 

 

Public Comment: Cassie Johnson of Valic Financial Advisors, Inc. was in 

attendance and presented to the Commission AGI Valic’s deferred compensation 

program and services offered.  

 

There would be no cost to the employer or the employee; the employee would get 

to sit down at least once a year with Cassie for an annual review. Financial 

Planning and Portfolio services are available. 

 

The Commission thanked Cassie for her presentation. 

 

Cassie left the meeting at 4:13 p.m. 

 

Meetings and Seminars Reports:  

 

1. Port Manager John McSherry attended an Embarq conference, where 

different community leaders from around the Gorge were brought 

together.  

 

2. Commissioner Roger Whitaker met with the owner of EcoWork, a local 

business who is interested in becoming a Port tenant. EcoWork is looking 

for 10,000 sq. ft. for future needs; and has an immediate need for 1,000-

2,000 sq. ft. to store raw materials. 

 

Minute Approval:  Commissioner Dave Prosser made a motion to approve the 

minutes of the July 25, 2006 regular scheduled meeting. Commissioner Judy 

Teitzel seconded the motion. The motion passed. 

 

Vouchers:  Commissioner Dave Prosser made a motion to approve General Fund 

Vouchers Numbered 16940 through 16973 in the amount of $39,844.21 dated 
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August 8, 2006.  Commissioner Judy Teitzel seconded the motion. The motion 

passed. 

 

Administrative Approvals:  Commissioner Dave Prosser made a motion to 

accept Port of Skamania County Resolution 04-2006 granting Barbara Irving, 

Judy Teitzel, and John McSherry the authority to sign warrants. Commissioner 

Judy Teitzel seconded the motion. The motion passed. 

 

Staff Reports:   

 

Managers Report:  

 

1. Normandeau Lease:  Port Manager John McSherry stated 

a CPI lease increase has never been done on Normandeau. 

2. Brown House: John stated he was approached by Joe 

Schlick, owner of Big River Grill and Joe’s El Rio, to 

inquire if he could rent the Port Brown House for a music 

studio for his own personal use. It being a hobby, Joe 

would not be living in the Brown House. In exchange for 

lower rent, Joe would clean up and haul the trash away in 

the house.  

 

John is looking into having an electrician take a look at the 

Brown House to make sure it is safe. Commissioner Prosser 

stated he did not see a need in having this done. 

 

The Commission did not see any problem with this use of 

the Brown House as long as: 

• John is to give Joe the opportunity to suggest how 

many months he would like at no cost for the clean 

up before negotiations start. 

• Rent would be on a month-to-month basis. 

• The Port would not pay for clean up costs. 

• Insurance coverage is enough to protect the Port 

form any liability. 

• Expectations between both parties are to be made 

clear upfront. 

• John is to minimize the costs of preparing the house 

for rent such as an electrician and attorney fees. 

 

It is to be arranged so taxpayers are not paying for Joe 

having the ‘privilege’ of using the Brown House.  

 

3. Gorge Delights HVAC: Commissioner Prosser made a 

motion that Gorge Delights pays for their half of the HVAC 
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cost for Gorge Delights, and to move one-half the cost 

($4,516.10) from Gorge Delights security deposit (tenant 

lease deposit account) to the Port General Fund. 

Commissioner Teitzel seconded the motion. The motion 

passed. 

4. City of Stevenson: John received a letter from the City of 

Stevenson regarding Port tenant Molded Fiber Glass 

Companies/NW’s racks being stacked and stored in 

various areas on Port property, whereas the city was not 

agreeing with such stacking of racks. John is working with 

MFG and the city regarding this matter. 

5. Ribbon Cutting/Open House: The Port Open 

House/Ribbon cutting will take place on September 7, 

2006. It will be an after hours event. 

6. H&H Eco Systems: John has a drafted lease. A brief 

discussion took place. The Commission agreed to John’s 

proposed monthly lease amount of $2,800.00; not to be 

lower than the proposed amount, since this increased 

amount is still under market value. 

7. Corps. of Engineers: John has been in contact with the 

Corps. of Engineers regarding their 10,000 sq.ft. building. 

8. Port of Hood River Dredging Project: Commissioner 

Prosser inquired about the spoils of the dredging in Hood 

River. John stated he would get in contact with the Port of 

Hood River to inquire about their dredging project. 

9. Port Manager vacation: John stated he will not have 

enough vacation time available when his vacation comes 

due in September, and asked the Commission if it would be 

okay to borrow vacation time and pay it back (or work it 

off) when he returns. Commissioner Teitzel stated since the 

Port Manager was putting in large amount of extra hours 

during the Tichenor remodel, that it seemed appropriate 

that John be able to take 2 days comp time (one at the 

beginning of his vacation and one at the end) to compensate 

for all the extra hours he is, and will be, putting in. 

Commissioner Prosser stated this was okay with him, and 

for John to do what he thought was fair. The Commission 

agreed. 

10. Boat Ramp Wave Attenuation: John met with a 

representative from the Washington State Department of 

Fish & Wildlife and reviewed the boat ramp site for the 

required Hydraulic Permit Approval, and it should take a 

couple of weeks to complete. 
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Financial & Administrative Report: The Commission briefly 

went over the Finance Manager’s notes from the Budget workshop. 

See Public Comment for deferred compensation presentation. 

 

Facilities & Operations Report:  

 

1. Paving: Facilities is moving ahead with fixing the potholes 

for Molded Fiber Glass Companies/NW this upcoming 

Saturday, August 12. 

2. Forklift Pathway: The forklift pathway to Suite #105 is 

completed. 

3. Tichenor Tenant Sign: The new Tichenor tenant sign is 

completed and installed. 

4. Facilities Summer Schedule: The facilities department 

will be coming in to work on busy weekends to make sure 

all is working; and to clean the restrooms twice a day while 

making sure supplies are stocked. 

5. Boat Launch Restroom: Commissioner Prosser suggested 

the Boat Launch restroom concrete floor needs to be acid 

sealed. 

6. Boat Launch Lighting: Facilities Specialist Karl Wilkie 

stated he has received requests from the public for a 

lamppost (lighting) at the Boat Launch. 

  

 

Attorney’s Report:  None. 

 

Other Business:  

 

Staff Safety Meeting August 3, 2006: Copies of the Safety 

Meeting minutes were submitted to the Commission for review. 

 

Unfinished Business: See Managers Report under Staff Reports. 

  

Executive Session:  Commissioner Roger Whitaker called for an Executive 

Session at 5:42 p.m. for approximately five (5) minutes ending at 5:47 p.m. under 

RCW 42.30.110 (f). 

 

The Commission came out of Executive Session at 5:47 p.m. with no decision 

being made. 

 

Adjournment: The Chairperson adjourned the meeting at 5:48 p.m. 

 

Next Meeting:  The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Port 

Commissioners will be, Tuesday August 22, 2006 at 4:00 p.m. 
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APPROVED BY:  ___________________________ 

Commissioner Roger Whitaker                                                                                                                                                             

           

____________________________  

Commissioner Dave Prosser  

                                              

____________________________ 

Commissioner Judy Teitzel 

 

ATTEST: 

 

________________________________                

Tina Tarani, Accounting Tech. 


