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Port of Skamania County 

Minutes of the  

Board of Commissioners Meeting 

March 14, 2006 

 
Call to Order: President McKenzie called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. with public 

comment open until 4:30 p.m. 

 

Attendance:  In attendance from the Port were Commissioner Doug McKenzie, 

Commissioner Judy Teitzel, Port Attorney Ken Woodrich, Business Development 

Manager John McSherry, Finance Manager Barbara Irving, and Accounting Tech. Tina 

Tarani. Commissioner Dave Prosser and Facilities & Operations Manager Keith 

Chamberlain were not in attendance due to excused absences. 

 

Public Comment: Bill Hansen and Keith Liggett were in attendance to discuss Bill’s 

desire to lease the Red Barn since he sold Windwing and is starting a new business that 

he would like to keep in Stevenson. 

 

The Commission informed Bill that the Port has already committed one half (1/2) of the 

square footage of the Red Barn to others, and the remaining square footage was to be 

used for Port Facilities & Operations Department; or possibly leasing out the remaining 

square footage-with the building of a new maintenance shed for Facilities & Operations. 

It was decided that the Port would need Facilities & Operations Manager Keith 

Chamberlain’s input on this. 

 

The Commission thanked Bill and Keith for their input and for attending the meeting. 

 

Bill and Keith left the meeting at 4:16 p.m. 

 

Meetings and Seminars:  None. 

 

Minute Approval:  Commissioner Judy Teitzel made a motion to approve the minutes of 

the February 21, 2006 regular scheduled meeting, as corrected. Commissioner Doug 

McKenzie stepped down and seconded the motion. The motion passed. 

 

Vouchers:  Commissioner Judy Teitzel made a motion to approve General Fund 

Vouchers Numbered 16604 through 16631 in the amount of $19,219.64 dated March 14, 

2006.  Commissioner Doug McKenzie stepped down and seconded the motion. The 

motion passed. 

 

Commissioner Judy Teitzel made a motion to approve Pre-Issued General Fund Vouchers 

Numbered 16591 through 16593 in the amount of $2,094.09 dated February 28, 2006.  

Commissioner Doug McKenzie stepped down and seconded the motion. The motion 

passed. 



Port of Skamania County  

Board of Commissioners  

March 14, 2005 

 

 

 

2 

  

 

 

Commissioner Judy Teitzel made a motion to approve Pre-Issued General Fund Vouchers 

Numbered 16594 through 16603 in the amount of $7,874.36 dated March 8, 2006.  

Commissioner Doug McKenzie stepped down and seconded the motion. The motion 

passed. 

 

Administrative Approvals: Business Development Manager John McSherry stated the 

Port had received bids on the foam insulation for Tichenor Suite #105 (for sound 

proofing the upstairs Tichenor Suite #110 that is above Tichenor Suite #105), the lowest 

bid being $9,000.00; and the highest bid being $19,000.00.  

 

John did state that Commissioner Prosser directed that the foam insulation was not to be 

fire rated, since it was being done for sound and not fire.  

 

A brief discussion took place regarding fire rating, with Commissioner McKenzie stating 

that if a fire rating is required for foam insulation in Tichenor Suite #45 then the Port 

should also do the same for Tichenor Suite #105. John was instructed by the Commission 

to look into whether the highest bid had fire proofing included. 

 

--Motion--Commissioner Doug McKenzie stepped down and made a motion to allow 

Business Development Manager John McSherry to go with the lowest bid on Tichenor 

Suite #105 foam insulation, subject to the City of Stevenson Building Department’s 

recommendation/requirements on fire rating. Commissioner Judy Teitzel seconded the 

motion. The motion passed. 

 

Staff Reports:   

 

Financial & Administrative Report: Finance Manager Barbara Irving 

stated she received the Annual Tax Survey for the Discovery Building 

and she turned it over to Business Development Manager John McSherry.  

 

The 2005 Year End Report is in the process of being compiled. 

 

The Port will be having its two year audit this year. It is unknown at this 

time when that will take place. 

 

Barbara stated she received a draft contract from Marilyn Butler 

(Skamania County) for the County .08 Tax Grant for the Tichenor 

Upper Floor Project. She made necessary changes then sent it on to Port 

Attorney Ken Woodrich. Barbara will be sending it back to the County for 

their approval. 

 

Barbara requested the Commission to allow the Port Meetings to be taped 

since each staff member was interpreting the details of decisions made at 

Board Meetings differently. She also requested permission to purchase a 
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digital recorder, per the suggestion of Port Attorney Ken Woodrich. Cost 

was discussed, and since it was determined to be minimal, the digital 

purchase was approved. It was approved by the Commission to record 

the Regular Port Meetings henceforth. 

 

With the distribution of January 2006 Financial Reports, Barbara 

informed the Commission that the computer transition of the accounting 

software conversion went smoothly. Both accounting programs were used 

for January; thus double input was completed to verify that the new 

program was working properly. 

 

Facilities & Operations Report: None. To be given at next regular Port 

Meeting. 

 

Business & Projects Report: Business Development Manager John 

McSherry reported the Economic Development Council hired a grant 

writer for the Molded Fiber Glass Companies/NW (MFG) project and 

all went great with that process; the first thing needed would be a 

contingency agreement between the Port and MFG. Since then, MFG has 

notified John they do not want to build a facility, they want to find one 

already in existence and they are looking elsewhere; so a contingency 

agreement is not needed. MFG did state they would like to stay here at 

Tichenor and have something in North Bonneville,WA. 

 

John showed MFG property on Evergreen Drive in North Bonneville, 

WA. 

 

A discussion took place on different possible options. 

 

John reported that Burlington Northern who leases to Unocal (which 

was bought out by Chevron) wanted to drill wells on Port property. They 

have determined from the well samples they took from Cascade Avenue 

that the wells were contaminated. They want to drill on the sidewalk in 

front of the Port Tichenor Building on Cascade Avenue, and drill one 

more well behind the Tichenor Building.  Port Attorney Ken Woodrich 

stated the sidewalk drilling is a City of Stevenson right of way and they 

would need to get their approval; Ken also stated that if these wells were 

determined to be clean then the drilling behind the Tichenor Building 

would not be necessary. 

 

Attorney’s Report: Port Attorney Ken Woodrich stated the walk through 

and the deadline for the Red Barn (Rigging Loft) to be vacated is 

Monday, March 20, 2006.  As some personal property, currently located in 

the Red Barn, is being purchased by Slingshot, it was suggested by the 

Commission for John to have Slingshot come down and list what property 
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is to stay in the Red Barn. An agreement will need to be made between 

Slingshot and the Port for Slingshot to temporarily store that property 

purchased, in the Red Barn. 

 

Other Business:  

 

Chamber Representative: This was put on hold to be put on the Agenda 

for the next Port Meeting of March 28, 2006. 

 

Schedule Workshop: This was put on hold to be put on the Agenda for 

the next Port Meeting of March 28, 2006. 

 

Columbia Queen: The Finance Department inquired what to do with 

Columbia Queen’s outstanding balance; whether to keep charging the 1% 

fee on past due balances, and whether to keep sending out invoices even 

though they are now being returned back to the Port from the delivering 

Post Office. Port Attorney Ken Woodrich stated it is too soon to do 

anything with the past due balance; it would not be best at this time to go 

through a collection agency; for the Port to keep charging the 1% and keep 

mailing out the invoices. 

 

Tichenor Remodel: Business Development Manager John McSherry 

went over the different options on building out the floor of Tichenor Suite 

#70. The Commission was okay with the options John presented. John 

informed the Commission he felt the costs to do this were too close to 

$200,000.00 to go through Small Works. It was decided, by the 

Commission, this project would go out to Public Works Bid and not go 

through Small Works. 

 

A brief discussion took place regarding the incoming tenant’s request 

regarding wanting a different set-up of walls and offices other than what 

was discussed previously. It was decided John would negotiate with the 

incoming tenant on this. 

   

Commissioners McKenzie and Teitzel both agreed that the Port should keep the other 

square footage of the Red Barn (other than what is already committed to others) for the 

Port’s use for Facilities & Operations. 

 

Executive Session:  Commissioner Doug McKenzie called for an Executive Session at 

5:25 p.m. for approximately ten (10) minutes ending at 5:35 p.m. under RCW 42.30.110 

(i). 

 

The Commission came out of Executive Session at 5:35 p.m. with no decision being 

made. 
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Adjournment: The Chairperson adjourned the meeting at 6:13 p.m. 

 

Next Meeting:  The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Port 

Commissioners will be, Tuesday March 28, 2006 at 4:00 p.m. 

 

              

APPROVED BY:  ___________________________ 

Commissioner Doug McKenzie                                                                                                                                                               

           

____________________________  

Commissioner Judy Teitzel   

                                              

____________________________ 

Commissioner Dave Prosser 

 

ATTEST: 

 

________________________________                

Tina Tarani, Accounting Tech. 


