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Port of Skamania County 

Minutes of the Board of Commissioners 

Regular Meeting 

August 25, 2009, 3:00 pm 

 

Call to Order: President Bolstad called the meeting to order at 3:00 pm. Public comment 

was opened at 3:00 pm. 

 

Attendance: In attendance from the Port were Commissioner Tony Bolstad, 

Commissioner WD Truitt, Commissioner Judy Teitzel, Manager John McSherry, 

Auditor Monica Masco, Facilities Specialist Karl Wilkie, Attorney Ken Woodrich, and 

Administrative Assistant Julie Mayfield. Monica left at 3:45 pm; Julie left at 5:20 pm. 

 

Public Comment: None. Public comment was closed at 3:45 pm. 

 

Meetings and Seminars: 

 

Commissioner Bolstad and John McSherry met with Congressman Brian Baird 

August 12, 2009. They introduced him to tenants Brian Adams of Sawtooth Technologies 

and Jeff Logosz of Slingshot Sports and Charlie Guthrie and Lee Ast of Insitu.  

 

Commissioner Truitt met with John several times to work on Cascades Business Park.  

 

Minutes Approval:   

 

---MOTION--- Commissioner Truitt moved to approve the August 11, 2009 

Regular Meeting Minutes. Commissioner Teitzel seconded; the motion carried.  

 

Vouchers Approval:  

 

---MOTION--- Commissioner Teitzel moved to approve the Pre-issued General 

Fund Vouchers numbered 12121 through 12128 in the amount of $5,896.67, 

dated August 19, 2009. Commissioner Truitt seconded; the motion carried. 

 

---MOTION--- Commissioner Truitt moved to approve the General Fund 

Vouchers numbered 12129 through 12143 in the amount of $67,081.75, dated 

August 25, 2009. Commissioner Teitzel seconded; the motion carried. 

 

Administrative Approvals:   

 

The Seal-Coating/Striping project was completed over the weekend at the Tichenor/River 

Point parking area. Some wheel stops have been placed; more are ordered. 

 

---MOTION--- Commissioner Teitzel moved to ratify the contract with 

Bay Construction, for $15,460, dated August 21, 2009, for Seal-Coating/Striping 

the Tichenor/River Point buildings area. Commissioner Truitt seconded; the 

motion carried. 
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John is meeting with Peggy Bryan of the EDC tomorrow; she hired a grant writer to help 

prepare the grant application referenced below. The grant application is due 

September 8, 2009. Commissioner Truitt is helping estimate the cost for grading and 

infrastructure of the Cascades Business Park (“Parcel 2”) for the application. Preliminary 

estimates range between $500,000 to $1.25 million, depending on the final scope of work. 

We have $10,000 available in the budget that may be used for updating the site 

engineering, project scoping, and cost estimating for the application. It was noted that we 

will refer to the site as Cascades Business Park (as opposed to the previous descriptives of 

“Ft. Cascades Industrial Park” and “Parcel 2”). 

 

---MOTION--- Commissioner Teitzel moved to authorize John McSherry to 

submit an application for a Small Communities in Rural Counties grant, due 

September 8, 2009, for grading and infrastructure development at Cascades 

Business Park. Commissioner Truitt seconded; the motion carried. 

 

Staff Reports:   

 

 Auditor’s Report:   

 

July 31, 2009 Cash Balance is $1,635,925.97. Total revenue for July was 

$94,887.06 and expenditures were $81,637.94: Netting excess of revenue over 

expenditures in the amount of $13,249.12; year to date net revenue over 

expenditures is $191,356.62. 

 

Monica noted that she has submitted a reimbursement request to the County’s .09 

Sales and Use Tax grant for costs related to the Discovery II construction project. 

 

Commissioner Bolstad asked for a graph of month-to-month assets/cash. There was 

discussion about lowering our insurance premium (i.e. by raising our deductible). 

John will check into it. It was decided we should review the River Point Building’s 

insurance coverage, since Insitu has made considerable improvements such as 

resurfacing the floor and building out new offices. The “named position” coverage 

was discussed. 

 

Monica presented a tentative Budget Review Schedule. After she receives input 

from the Commission and Staff she will present the final schedule at our next 

meeting. 

 Unfinished Business:   
 

1. Tenants Update:  

Galaxy Manufacturing—Owner Glen Strutz told John they are very happy 

with the improvements in the parking and the access area to their suite and 

thanked him and the Commission for all the work. They are not requesting a 

rent reduction.  

Discovery II—John went over Crestline’s latest progress report. Since then, 

the building slab has been poured and is cured. John hired Dave Prosser on 

a personal services contract to be the Project Manager for the duration of 
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the contract. Current tenant Insitu is potentially interested in leasing the 

north section of the building (about 8,000 square feet). Adding a mezzanine 

on top of the office area to be built-out for Battelle was discussed. The Port 

can create an additional 3,000 square feet of space for lease to Slingshot, 

Battelle, Insitu, or others. 

Insitu, Inc.—The Port is building a staircase between the Tichenor and 

River Point buildings. Insitu is building a test room facility on the north side 

of River Point. This construction activity has revealed the need for the Port 

to install a backflow prevention device for the fire suppression system. It 

was noted that Insitu is relocating FDCs and water meters to Cascade 

Avenue. 

---MOTION--- Commissioner Truitt moved to direct John McSherry to 

purchase and install a backflow prevention device for the fire suppression 

system at the River Point Building for $7,600 from Patriot Fire 

Protection. Commissioner Teitzel seconded; the motion carried.  

Other Tenants—John completed a Memorandum of Understanding for 

Sawtooth Technologies; Normandeau is doing well; haven’t heard from 

Kevin Coombs at Beacon Rock Golf Course; kite boarders are getting used 

to new tenant Insitu and are happy that the paving project is complete; 

Tribal Police have been working at the Boat Ramp; there is still a lot of use 

of the waterfront/restrooms since the weather has been so good. 

2. Wavebreak Update: no update. 

3. Port District Boundary: Ken and John had a phone conference with 

Eric Johnson of the Washington Public Ports Association (WPPA). 

WPPA’s Legislative Committee is against proposing legislation to fix the 

Port Boundary ambiguity. John and Ken asked Eric to send written 

comment, which he did through email. Ken explained the options: 

a. Declaratory Judgment—expensive when considering the number of 

people to be notified and potential litigators. 

b. Legislative Fix—WPPA not supportive; expensive and uncertain 

outcome. 

c. By Resolution—develop a resolution stating the finding of facts and 

develop a legal description and map consistent with the Commission’s 

directive; record the legal description and map with Skamania County. 

The Port had given due diligence to this matter since being asked by the 

County Auditor to provide a map of the Port District Boundary. Since 

ambiguities were found among the various maps and legal descriptions 

recognized by the Commission over the years, the Port hired a professional 

surveyor to provide research and form findings. The Port analyzed the 

options, and held a public meeting to obtain input from the affected 

members of the public, consulted the Washington State Auditor, and sought 

support from WPPA. 

Ken and John will draft a resolution including findings and present it to the 

Commission at our next meeting. The Port Commission concluded this 

direction is in the best interests of the Port and tax payer money. They also 
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concluded that the State Auditor should be consulted before the final 

resolution is passed. 

4. Tourism Support—Julie is still waiting to hear comments from the Port of 

Cascade Locks and will check with Port of Hood River about how they 

handle the expenses of public events in their parks and facilities. 

5. Red Cross Trailer—The trailer arrived on Friday August 14, 2009. Port 

staff and County Commissioner Jamie Tolfree met with the Red Cross staff 

for photos and Joanna from The Pioneer interviewed them. Tidewater 

contributed a substantial amount of the cost of the trailer and requested that 

it be placed in Skamania County. The County now has possession of the 

trailer and has relocated it to County property. 

New Business:  None. 

 

Executive Session:  Commissioner Bolstad called for an Executive Session at 5: 27 pm to 

6:42 pm for 15 minutes, per RCW 42.30.110 (c) To consider the minimum price at which real estate 

will be offered for sale or lease when public knowledge regarding such consideration would cause a likelihood 
of decreased price. However, final action selling or leasing public property shall be taken in a meeting open to 
the public. 
 

No decisions were made. The Commission directed John to continue working with the 

interested party. 
 

Adjournment: The Chairperson adjourned the meeting at 6:13 pm. 

 

Next Meeting:  The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Port Commissioners 

is Tuesday September 8, 2009, 3:00 pm, at the Port office conference room: 212 SW 

Cascade Avenue, Stevenson, Washington.  

 

APPROVED BY:  

 

 

      _____________________________________ 

Commissioner Tony Bolstad, President 
 

_____________________________________ 

Commissioner WD Truitt, Vice-President 
 

_____________________________________ 

Commissioner Judy Teitzel, Secretary 

 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_____________________________________ 

Julie Mayfield, Administrative Assistant 


