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Port of Skamania County 

Minutes of the Board of Commissioners 

Regular Meeting 

September 8, 2009, 3:00 pm 

 

Call to Order: President Bolstad called the meeting to order at 3:00 pm, with public 

comment open to 3:30 pm. 

 

Attendance: In attendance from the Port were Commissioner Tony Bolstad, 

Commissioner WD Truitt, Commissioner Judy Teitzel, Attorney Ken Woodrich, 

Manager John McSherry, Facilities Specialist Karl Wilkie, Accounting Technician 

Tina Tarani, Auditor Monica Masco, and Administrative Assistant Julie Mayfield.  

 

Public Comment: none; closed at 3:37 pm. 

 

Meetings and Seminars: 

 

Commissioner Truitt, Commissioner Teitzel, John McSherry, and Julie Mayfield attended 

the Business After Hours at the Carson Fish Hatchery. 

 

Commissioner Bolstad attended the Hazard Mitigation Plan meeting on August 27, 2009. 

 

Commissioner Bolstad and John attended a meeting with Governor Christine Gregoire in 

White Salmon, along with the Director of Commerce, Rogers Weed, and local Gorge 

community administrators.  

 

Tina and Monica attended the Southwest Washington Finance Meeting, which the Port 

hosted at our office, August 21, 2009. 

 

John attended the Chamber Board Meeting. The draft National Geographic Central 

Cascades map was reviewed. 

 

Julie attended the newly formed “Chamber Break” monthly meeting for local business 

networking. Karl attended the Wind River Nursery Reunion. 

 

Minutes Approval:   

 

Commissioner Bolstad commented that he consistently appreciates the structure and 

content of the minutes.  

 

---MOTION--- Commissioner Truitt moved to approve the August 25, 2009 

Regular Meeting Minutes. Commissioner Teitzel seconded; the motion carried.  

 

Vouchers Approval:  

 

---MOTION--- Commissioner Truitt moved to approve the Pre-issued General 

Fund Vouchers numbered 12144 through 12152 in the amount of $6,024.23, 

dated September 2, 2009. Commissioner Teitzel seconded; the motion carried. 
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---MOTION--- Commissioner Teitzel moved to approve the General Fund 

Vouchers numbered 12153 through 12175 in the amount of $260,167.44, dated 

September 8, 2009. Commissioner Truitt seconded; the motion carried. 

 

Administrative Approvals:   

 

John presented the completed application for a Small Communities in Rural Counties grant 

(WA State Public Works Board), due September 8, 2009, postmarked today, for grading 

and infrastructure development at Cascades Business Park. Estimated total project cost is 

$903,560. The grant request is $600,000. The Port will match $303,560 in cash from the 

2009 budget. Skamania County has funds available in the .09 Sales and Use Tax Fund and 

other economic development funds that can be used to match the Port’s cash. The 

Commission had directed the Port to apply for this grant at our last meeting. 

 

---MOTION--- Commissioner Truitt moved to direct John McSherry to submit 

the Small Communities in Rural Counties grant application as written/presented. 

Commissioner Teitzel seconded; the motion carried. 

 

Staff Reports:   

 

 Facilities Report:  Presented by Facilities Specialist Karl Wilkie 

 

1. Grounds and Facilities Maintenance: Karl continues to work with Insitu’s 

efforts moving in to the River Point and Tichenor buildings—a backflow 

prevention device will be installed as previously directed. Karl and Rhett 

are installing wheel stops at the newly paved/striped areas. The City of 

Stevenson may help painting directional arrows and “rec” directly on the 

recreational reserved parking sites at East Point. The docks will be brought 

in when weather permits in the next week. Karl has requested increased 

sheriff patrol at the boat launch and waterfront because of increased 

restroom vandalism and trailers and boats parking overnight. Jeff Chumley 

is the new BIA officer for the tribal police. 

2. Red Cross Trailer: The trailer has been moved from the Waterfront 

location to the Sheriff’s parking lot; the Sheriff’s office is now managing it. 

 Attorney’s Report:  see Manager’s Report 

 

 Manager’s Report:  Presented by Manager John McSherry 

 

1. Tenants Update: 

Slingshot—their lease is being finalized for the Discovery II Building.  

Beacon Rock Golf Course—They would still like to have a gazebo. Karl is 

working on installing new gutters on the club house. 

Insitu—we are aiming for November 1, 2009 for move-in availability to 

Suite 45 in the Tichenor Building, if Slingshot is able to move into 

Discovery II by then. The Red Carpet Team is meeting Wednesday to work 
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on the welcoming BBQ. This event will likely be held at Skamania Lodge 

and be by invitation only (Chamber members). 

2. Discovery II: The tilt-up concrete panels are curing and will go up this 

week. The demising walls between Slingshot and Battelle will be built by a 

change order. The tentative occupancy date is October 15, 2009. 

Dave Prosser is putting together the bid spec for the Battelle office build-

out, which is estimated to cost $150,000. 

3. Wavebreak: Ferguson, the wavebreak manufacturer, has suggested that 

Ferguson, their engineer HDR, the Port, the Port’s engineer Flowing 

Solutions, and SDS (the installation contractor), get together, without 

attorneys, and come up with a plan to get the wavebreak repaired and 

reinstalled. It was suggested that a professional mediator should facilitate 

the meeting and that each party should have read Enduris’s forensic report. 

If this course of action is unsuccessful, the Port will need to pursue 

litigation. 

4. Port District Boundary: John and Ken drafted a resolution, including two 

new pieces of information, noted as items #10 and #11. The new 

information was submitted to Klein & Associates for consideration in their 

finding of facts report. Klein’s legal description and map will be included 

in the final resolution with a signatory block for the commissioners. A final 

draft of the resolution will be sent to the State Auditor for review.  

5. Cascades Business Park (formerly Ft. Cascades Industrial 

Park/“Parcel 2”): See Administrative Approvals above. 

6. Tourism Support Update: getting input from Port of Hood River on how 

they manage their recreational facilities. 

 

Unfinished Business:  

 

 Dan Heuker Request: Commissioner Teitzel requested a response to a call from 

Dan Heuker wanting an answer to his previous request to purchase 5 to 10 acres of 

the Cascades Business Park property for his fish processing business.  

 Budget Schedule: The regular meeting on November 10, 2009 is moved to 

November 9, 2009 (November 11 is Veterans Day); November 24, 2009 regular 

meeting is moved to November 23, 2009; the regular meeting on October 13, 2009 

is moved to 2:30 pm instead of 3:00 pm. 

 

New Business:   
 

 WPPA Conferences: a list of upcoming conferences was reviewed; staff and 

commissioners were encouraged to take advantage of the opportunity for training, 

networking, and professional and personal development that these excellent 

conferences offer. Of note is the Personal Services/Small Ports Conference 

October 21-23, 2009 in Leavenworth, and the Annual Meeting in Seattle 

November 17-20, 2009. 
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 Port Debt Cap Set in Resolution 2005-10: The Port’s debt cap should be set to 

the limitation that the RCW allows. The debt limitation applies to certain types of 

debt such as the Port’s bank loans. Monica, the Port Auditor, discussed the Port’s 

current level of debt and the Port’s statutory debt capacity. 

 

--MOTION--- Commissioner Truitt moved that the Port adopt 

Resolution 7-2009 setting its legal INDEBTEDNESS LIMITATION to the 

limits established by RCW 53.36.030 and thereby repealing Resolution 10-2005. 

Commissioner Teitzel seconded; the motion carried. 

 

 Port’s Bi-annual State Audit: The Port will be audited in October.  

 

Executive Session:  Commissioner Bolstad called for an Executive Session at 6:12 pm to 

6:30 pm for  18 minutes, and from 6:30 pm to 6:40 pm for 10 minutes per RCW 42.30.110 
(c) To consider the minimum price at which real estate will be offered for sale or lease when public knowledge 
regarding such consideration would cause a likelihood of decreased price. However, final action selling or 
leasing public property shall be taken in a meeting open to the public. 
 

No decisions were made. The Commission directed John to continue negotiation for 

property at the Cascades Business Park. 

 

Adjournment: The Chairperson adjourned the meeting at 6:42 pm. 

 

Next Meeting:  The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Port Commissioners 

is Tuesday September 22, 2009, 3:00 pm, at the Port office conference room: 212 SW 

Cascade Avenue, Stevenson, Washington. Commissioner Bolstad will join this meeting via 

telephone. He also will join the October 13, 2009 meeting via telephone. 

Commissioner Teitzel will arrive after the October 13 meeting begins, perhaps a half hour 

later.  

 

APPROVED BY:  

   _____________________________________ 

Commissioner Tony Bolstad, President 

 

_____________________________________ 

Commissioner WD Truitt, Vice-President 

 

_____________________________________ 

Commissioner Judy Teitzel, Secretary 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 ___________________________________  

Julie Mayfield, Administrative Assistant 


