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Port of Skamania County 

Minutes of the  

Board of Commissioners Regular Meeting 

June 10, 2008 

 
Call to Order: President Teitzel called the meeting to order at 3:59 p.m. with public 

comment open until 4:29 p.m. 

 

Attendance: In attendance from the Port were Commissioner Judy Teitzel, Commissioner 

Tony Bolstad, Commissioner W.D. Truitt, Attorney Ken Woodrich, Manager John 

McSherry, Facilities Manager Karl Wilkie, Accounting Tech. Tina Tarani and 

Administrative Assistant Julie Mayfield. Guests: Peggy Bryan from Skamania County 

EDC and Brian Adams from Sawtooth Technology. 

 

Public Comment: Peggy Bryan from Skamania County EDC spoke in support of two 

local businesses that are expanding and need more industrial space (about 5,000 square feet 

each) in North Bonneville and that these businesses are interested in leasing the Evergreen 

Building if it should become available for lease. A discussion followed, noting that the 

current Evergreen Building tenant H&H Eco Systems/H&H New Metals is still behind in 

lease payments and that it appears since one of the business partners has died that the 

business will either close down or be sold.  

 

Brian Adams asked the Commission if it would agree to modify the proposed land lease 

(for a storage area just east of the rigging lot) to include a structure consisting of two 

temporary storage containers with a trussed roof. The lease is currently under negotiation 

and is unsigned. Brian presented to the commission a drawing of the structure under 

consideration. A discussion followed noting the Port’s desire to protect the aesthetics of 

the area, the year-to-year term of lease, that Sawtooth was to install a screening fence 

around the perimeter of the site, and that the structure needs to meet building permit and 

code requirements. It was agreed the area and the Port’s ability to use the area in future 

development plans are very important factors to consider.  

 

---MOTION--- Commissioner Teitzel stepped down and moved to proceed with 

letters to enforce the lease terms with H&H Eco Systems/H&H New Metals.  

Commissioner Bolstad seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 

 

---MOTION--- Commissioner Bolstad moved to approve the modifications to the 

land/equipment storage area lease for Sawtooth Technologies, with the condition 

that changes meet city and county building code requirements. Commissioner 

Truitt seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 

 

Public comment was closed at 4:32 pm. 

 

Meetings and Seminars:  

 

• Brews, Blues, & BBQ: Karl met with Joe Schlick, key planner of this event. 

• Waterfront Signage:  Karl met with Mary Ann Duncan-Cole. 
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• Port District Boundary:  John met with County Commissioners Jamie Tolfree and 

Paul Pierce. 

• Rock Creek Fill Material: John met with Larry Douglass of Skamania County 

Public Works discussing the permitting, transportation and placement of the Rock 

Creek fill material on the Stevenson waterfront. 

• Rock Creek Fill Material:  John met with Port Commissioner WD Truitt. 

• Rock Creek Fill Material:  John met with Port Commissioner Tony Bolstad. 

• Chamber Board Meeting: John attended this meeting. 

• Elementary Students Visit the Port: John presented information about Port 

Districts and what our Port District does to fifty fourth graders from Stevenson 

Elementary. 

 

Minutes Approval:   

 

---MOTION--- Commissioner Bolstad moved to approve the minutes of the May 

27, 2008 regular meeting. Commissioner Teitzel stepped down and seconded the 

motion. The motion carried. 

 

Voucher Approvals:  

 

---MOTION--- Commissioner Bolstad moved to amend the May 27, 2008 voucher 

approval with correct total of $18,762.21 to correct a computational error on 

Voucher 11180. Commissioner Truitt seconded the motion. The motion carried.    

 

---MOTION--- Commissioner Bolstad moved to approve the General Fund 

Vouchers numbered 11181 through 11215, in the amount of $26,803.83, dated 

June 10, 2008. Commissioner Teitzel stepped down and seconded the motion. 

The motion carried.  

 

Administrative Approvals:   

 

• Authorization for John McSherry to sign a Concession Permit with Cascade 

Kiteboarding Academy 

 

Tania Farman of Cascade Kiteboarding Academy has worked out a schedule for 

Kiteboarding classes through Skamania County’s Parks and Recreation Summer 

Program (lessons begin June 23, 2008). It was agreed: 1) that the Port should 

pursue an Interlocal Agreement with Parks and Recreation for the lesson given 

through their Summer Program; 2) the Port will establish a concession permit with 

Cascade Kiteboarding for private lessons not associated with the County’s Summer 

Program; 3) insurance coverage, at minimum, will be $2,000,000 with the Port 

named as additionally insured; 4) a fee of $100 per month or no more than $300 to 

$400 for the season shall be charged for a concession permit; and 5) the Port should 

reserve the right to restrict use of certain areas on days of planned events such as 

the Bridge of the Gods Kiteboard festival and the Gorge Games.  
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---MOTION--- Commissioner Teitzel stepped down and moved to give John 

McSherry authority to sign a Concession Permit with Cascade Kiteboarding 

Academy, pending the Port attorney’s review.  Commissioner Truitt seconded the 

motion. The motion carried.  

 

Staff Reports: 

 

• Manager’s Report:  Presented by Port Manager John McSherry: 

 

Topics for the upcoming meeting with the County Commissioners, as a 

continuation of this meeting, were discussed.   

 

John is reviewing firms on the Port’s Professional Services List qualified to 

develop the plans and specification to construct the Discovery II Building. John 

discussed using a two phased process: Phase I – preliminary design, pre-permit 

review and cost analysis; and Phase II - final design and permitting, development 

of construction plans and specs, and bidding and project support. John pointed out 

the need to begin Phase I so as to obtain the engineered cost estimates required by 

the Community Economic Revitalization Board (CERB).   

 

---MOTION--- Commissioner Bolstad moved to authorize John McSherry to 

contract with a firm for Phase I design services for the new Discovery II Building 

in North Bonneville.  Commissioner Teitzel stepped down and seconded.  The 

motion carried. 

 

John and Commissioner Bolstad will meet with the new planner, a planning 

consultant, and Mary Ann Duncan-Cole of City of Stevenson on June 18, 2008 to 

discuss the Critical Areas Ordinances currently being developed by the City.       

 

The 2008 Washington Public Ports Association (WPPA) Commissioner’s Seminar 

(only for commissioners) is scheduled for July 20-22, at the Semiahmoo Resort in 

Blaine, Washington.  Commissioner Teitzel will attend. Commissioners Truitt and 

Bolstad will considerer attending based on their schedules. 

 

• Facilities Report:  Presented by Port Facilities Manager Karl Wilkie: 

 

1. The Port parks and grounds are getting a lot of use; staffing all weekends 

now with Karl on Sundays (Tour Boats and Port office maintenance) and 

Tom Williams on Saturdays (Tom is doing a great job!).  

2. There are several waterfront events coming up; Karl continues 

communication with event organizers. 

3. The tour boat dockings are in full swing; the Queen of the West is back in 

service. Commisioner Bolstad noted very positive comments from kiters 

regarding the areas at East Point. 

4. Facilities assistant Tom Williams has Port uniforms now with his name and 

Port logo. The public is appreciative of the uniform; it helps identify the 

Port’s staff for assisting at our facilities. 



Port of Skamania County  

Board of Commissioners  

June 10, 2008 

 

 

 

4 

  

 

5. Facilities maintenance materials have been moved from the area east of the 

Rigging Loft/Red Barn. 

6. The Port motor boat is ready for use; it will be used to install the solar 

lights on the wave break, decking of the wavebreak, and aiding in 

repair/inspection of the tour boat landing.  

7. The exit lights in the Tichenor Building have been inspected and repaired.   

8. We have not received a compliance letter from the Vancouver Fire 

Marshall yet.  

9. The new grass in various areas of our parks is coming up well; we’re 

having issues with beavers chewing up fir trees near Kanaka Creek.  

Chicken wiring around some of the larger trees is helping. 

 

• Attorney’s Report:  Presented by Port Attorney Ken Woodrich: see Executive 

Session. 

 

Old Business:  

 

• Kent Vaughters (Crab Shack) Lease 

 

Ken Vaughters is asking the Port to modify the lease amendment (to bring his rent 

current) by modifying the due date of the arrears payment from the first of the 

month to the 25th of the month—starting in June, 2008. Kent reported that his 

payroll obligation is on the 1st and 15th of each month and therefore, because of 

cash flow, it is difficult for him to make the arrears rent payments on the first of 

the month. After discussion, it was agreed to modify the lease amendment to allow 

the payment of arrears on the following schedule: by the end of the day on June 

23, July 21, August 25, September 22, and October 27, 2008. These dates are all 

before the second monthly meeting of the commission and as such, the 

commission will be able to monitor if the payments are made on time. If it is noted 

that a scheduled payment is missed, a non-compliance letter should be sent.   

 

New Business: 

 

• Excavated material from Rock Creek Bridge area 

 

A discussion took place about using the excavated material (soil and rocks) from 

the Rock Creek Bridge area as fill to stabilize the waterfront bank areas between 

Russell Street and Leaven’s Street and to create shallow water habitat for fish from 

Russell Street to East Point. John presented information and background on the 

permit process, project schedule, quantities and types of material needed, and 

transportation costs.  

 

A discussion took place on whether bank stabilization and fish habitat 

establishment would assist or limit water access.  John stated the intention to 

maintain access to Leavens Street and it was noted that port districts have a 

responsibility to provide/maintain access to the water.  
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Executive Session: Commissioner Teitzel called for an Executive Session at 6:31 p.m. for 

approximately ten (10) minutes ending at 6:41 p.m. under RCW 42.30.110 (i) To discuss with 

legal counsel representing the agency matters relating to agency enforcement actions, or to discuss with legal 
counsel representing the agency litigation or potential litigation to which the agency, the governing body, or a 
member acting in an official capacity is, or is likely to become, a party, when public knowledge regarding the 
discussion is likely to result in an adverse legal or financial consequence to the agency. 
 

The Commission came out of Executive Session at 6:41 p.m.; no decisions were made.  

 

Adjournment: The Chairman recessed the meeting at 6:42 p.m., to be continued on 

Thursday, June 12, 2008, in Home Valley at the Wind Mountain Café at 12:00 noon. 

 

Peggy Bryan and Brian Adams left the meeting at 4:32 pm; Commissioner Truitt left the 

meeting at 5:17 pm. 

 

Next Meeting:  The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Port Commissioners 

will be Monday June 23, 2008 at 4:00 p.m. at the Port office conference room 40 SW 

Cascade Avenue, Suite 70, Stevenson, WA.      

 

          

APPROVED BY:  

   ____________________________________ 

Commissioner Judy Teitzel, President                                                                                                                                                            

           

_____________________________________  

Commissioner Tony Bolstad, Vice-President 

                                              

_____________________________________ 

Commissioner W.D. Truitt, Secretary 

ATTEST: 

 

________________________________                

Julie Mayfield, Administrative Assistant 


