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Port of Skamania County
Minutes of the Board of Commissioners
Regular Meeting (rescheduled and held at Cape Horn American Legion Hall)
May 11, 2009, 4:00 pm

Call to Order: President Bolstad called the meeting to order at 4:00 pm.

Attendance: In attendance from the Port were Commissioner Tony Bolstad,
Commissioner WD Truitt, Commissioner Judy Teitzel, Attorney Ken Woodrich, Manager
John McSherry, Facilities Specialist Karl Wilkie, Accounting Tech. Tina Tarani, and
Administrative Assistant Julie Mayfield. Mike Garvison, Skamania County Auditor arrived
at approximately 5:00 pm; Paul Pearce, Skamania County Commissioner, arrived around
5:45 pm.

Public Comment: Public Comment was held at the end of the Agenda for a special
presentation about the Port of Skamania and the District Boundary, combined with a
questions/answers period (see below).

Meetings and Seminars:
Commissioner Truitt attended a hearing at the Underwood Community Center on the
proposed “Whistling Ridge” Wind Energy project on the east end of Skamania County.

Ken attended the annual Washington State Association of Municipal Attorneys (WSAMA)
Conference in Blaine, Washington

Minutes Approval:

---MOTION--- Commissioner Truitt moved to approve the April 28, 2009 Regular
Meeting Minutes. Commissioner Teitzel seconded; the motion carried.

Vouchers Approval:

---MOTION--- Commissioner Truitt moved to approve the General Fund
Vouchers numbered 11977 through 11902 in the amount of $89,006.96, dated
May 11, 2009. Commissioner Teitzel seconded; the motion carried.

Administrative Approvals:

---MOTION--- Commissioner Teitzel moved to approve Resolution 5-2009
amending the Port’s By-Laws to change the time and place of its regularly
scheduled meetings from 4:00 pm to 3:00 pm and from 40 SW Cascade Avenue,
Suite 70, to 212 SW Cascade Avenue, in Stevenson Washington. Commissioner
Truitt seconded; the motion carried.
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Staff Reports:

o Attorney’s Report: Ken reported in further detail about the WSAMA

Conference.

e Facilities Report: Presented by Facilities Specialist Karl Wilkie

1.

212 SW Cascade Remodel: The remodel is almost complete; we expect the
occupancy permit to be complete by the end of this week; phones are
scheduled to be moved Friday, May 15 as well as our entire office.

Stevenson Landing: Wednesday May 13 will be the Spirit of ‘98’s last
docking until September; the Tall Ships Lady Washington and Hawaiian
Chieftain will be docking that evening as well.

Boat Launch Restrooms: Open now and getting a lot of use by fishers and
visitors; the water metering device was replaced.

River Point Building: Roofing repairs are almost finished. New tenant
Insitu is progressing quickly with their facility preparation (demolition);
they currently are waiting for their construction permits.

Tichenor Building: The annual fire sprinkler inspection went well with
only a few minor issues.

Skye Building: Repairs were made on the AC system—two systems were
combined,; this is working for now but we will need a new system soon.

Misc. Work: tractor repair, spring maintenance, there is a garlic mustard
alert county-wide; Slingshot has been working on removing debris outside
their suite.

Seasonal Worker: Rhett Wells, formerly of MFG, has been hired.

e Manager’s Report: Presented by Manager John McSherry

1.

Tenants Update:

= Galaxy Manufacturing—The lease has been finalized and signed.

---MOTION--- Commissioner Teitzel moved to approve the lease with
Galaxy Manufacturing at a 3-year term, beginning May 1, 2009, for
$1,100 plus Washington State Leasehold Tax, per month for the first 12
months, plus Suite 105 for $275 per month plus Washington State
Leasehold Tax. Commissioner Truitt seconded; the motion carried.

= Insitu—Insitu took possession of the River Point Building on May 1,
2009. They are anticipating a move-in date of July 15, and the Port is
planning a welcoming ribbon-cutting BBQ for July 16, 2009.

= Discovery II—We are finalizing the bid plans and specs—they should
be completed this week and advertised for bid next week. Bid award is
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scheduled for the first week in June with construction scheduled to
begin by mid June.

2. 212 SW Cascade Remodel: Our upcoming office relocation to 212 SW
Cascade will create 2,200 square feet of new business development space
for lease in the Tichenor Building. We will be moving our offices on May
15, 2009. We are planning an Open House for May 27, 2009, from 4 pm to
7 pm.

3. Wind River Business Park: The management contract is still being
reviewed by the County.

4. Paving Project: We received the finalized contract with Skamania County.
We are working with Insitu on scheduling the paving—it was noted that it
would be good to pave in June, if possible, since there are events at East
Point scheduled in July and also the 4™ of July holiday.

5. Majestic America: We have an “allowed claim” in their bankruptcy case;
we are in line with other creditors waiting to be paid.

Monica reported that the Annual Report is due May 30, 2009. She will be submitting it on
time; if anyone has any input, she will need it soon.

Port District Boundary Presentation and Public Comment:

Since the presentation was given at the end of the meeting, it was planned to start at
6:00 pm; however, the regular portion of the Commission meeting concluded early, and
many guests had already arrived, so it was determined to start the presentation at 4:55 pm
and begin again at 6:00 pm if necessary. At 6:00 pm Commissioner Bolstad surveyed the
crowd—only a few guests had arrived toward the end of the presentation; a consensus of
the guests determined no need to re-start the presentation at 6:00 pm.

John began by giving a power point presentation on the Port of Skamania County and
followed with a presentation on the Port District Boundary issue.

A sampling of questions and comments follows:

Who initiated this?
What investments have been made in the West End?
When was the last time property owners were taxed in these sections?

County Auditor Garvison noted the Auditor’s office requesting a boundary from the
Port District for voting purposes only.

Voting and Taxing go hand-in-hand.

Why not put it to a vote to the people?

Why not have a “holding” period instead of filing the updated boundary so soon?
What about the power of Eminent Domain?

Eminent domain—the law of adverse possession—only applies to property owners: the
Port does not own these properties.
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Can’t the Port District Commission authorize a vote of the people?
Could a vote of the people dissolve the whole Port District?

The Port District should hire only Washington companies to do surveying in
Washington.

We should not have to pay for the mistakes of previous persons in responsible
positions.

Doesn’t the Statute of Limitations apply? (That is only for real property)
Why not just leave the boundaries as they have been?

The laws governing the “Formation of a Port District” determine we must use the legal
description used in the original partition to establish the Port and used as the basis of
the vote of the people.

Can | sue the Port District because | was not included in my voting rights all these
years? (at the same token, you were not included in taxing either)

When will this go into effect? (The Port may take action at the next Commission
meeting, but taxing would not be in effect until 2010.)

The Port is trying to comply with the law.

The Port cannot simply change its boundary, just like a city or county cannot, without
going through the correct legal process and public involvement process.

If anyone has any evidence in support or against this you are urged to bring it to the
Port’s attention as soon as possible.

Can’t the Port just put this to a new vote in November?

The Port has never cared about us before.

The Port should only solicit surveyors located in the state of Washington.

What does “the Port was established in 1964” mean? Was there a vote to combine the
two districts? Isn’t that a boundary issue settled by a vote to the people? Can’t we do
that here?

Did these sections get to vote in 1964? Did they pay taxes? (voting and taxing records
from 1964 do not exist)

The Port should put the same energy into finding options NOT to including us in its
district as it has into including us.

If a Port District can help create a stable tax base through job creation by supporting
local businesses with infrastructure and buildings in which to do business, it takes
some pressure off the tax payer for supporting services for which the County taxes.
Businesses are taxed on their real property and payroll.

Maybe it’s time to break new legal ground.

Nobody here disputes the value of the Port District, it really is a wonderful thing.
Annexation would have been a better way to go about it.

In my 20 years of experience in this area dealing with mapping and surveying, | find
Klein & Associates to be in the top 5 of the surveyors I’ve worked with up and down
the Gorge on both sides. The report was very well done; | give them a 9 out of 10.

The Port is not trying to increase its own tax base, as evidenced by the removal of the
two sections that were not included in the original boundary.

An Oregon surveyor shouldn’t be allowed to determine a Washington property’s fate.
How much Port District tax is collected each year? (Around $230,000)
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N How much would it change the Port’s budget if these land sections were not included
in the Port District?

~  Paul Pearce brought forth the idea of a legislative fix as an option. The County and Port
Commission boards will come together and write a letter and bring it to the legislative
delegation.

Conclusion: The Port will investigate a Legislative fix. Until the Port receives results of
the legislature’s action, filing the Port District legal description and boundary map with the
County will be postponed.

Adjournment: The Chairperson adjourned the meeting at 6:45 pm.

Next Meeting: The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Port Commissioners

is Tuesday May 26, 2009, 3:00 pm, at the Port office conference room: 212 SW Cascade
Avenue, Stevenson, Washington.

APPROVED BY:

Commissioner Tony Bolstad, President

Commissioner WD Truitt, Vice-President

Commissioner Judy Teitzel, Secretary

ATTEST:

Julie Mayfield, Administrative Assistant



