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Port of Skamania County 

Minutes of the Board of Commissioners 

Continuation of June 10, 2008 Meeting 
Wind Mountain Café, Home Valley 

June 12, 2008 

 
Call to Order: President Teitzel called the meeting to order at 12:26 p.m. with public 

comment open until 12:56 p.m.   

 

Attendance: In attendance from the Port were Commissioners Judy Teitzel, Tony Bolstad, 

and W.D. Truitt; Manager John McSherry, Administrative Assistant Julie Mayfield. 

Guests: Skamania County Commissioners: JR Richardson, Paul Pearce, Jamie Tolfree and 

Director of Administrative Services Marilyn Breckel 

 

This meeting was called for a general discussion of economic development. The following 

topics were discussed: 

 

• The County noted that the tax base is at a point of requiring a “giant leap” in terms 

of the need for new economic development growth.  The question is where do we 

need to plan for this growth, what new infrastructure do we need, and how do we 

fund it?    

 

• The Port discussed its District Wide Economic Feasibility Study currently 

underway. This study includes identifying all available industrial properties 

available in the county; analyzing development scenarios for some of these 

properties; performing an economic analysis of Skamania County; and analyzing 

the market, business clusters, and target markets.  

 

• The current master plan for Parcel II in North Bonneville was discussed. The 

county suggested that Parcel II offers the best opportunity for large scale, long term 

industrial development and that developing infrastructure on this property should 

be considered a priority.  

 

• The Community Development Block Grant was mentioned as a possible source of 

funding for projects on Parcel II that have a “Direct Benefit” of creating jobs for 

low income residences. 

 

• Two Port supported businesses in the Tichenor Building and one business in North 

Bonneville are expanding. We are seeing growth—we need to retain current 

tenants by building new facilities to support them. The Port also needs to build new 

infrastructure to accommodate new businesses to the area as well.   

 

• Seeking funding assistance for and constructing a 20,000 square feet building 

(Discovery II) on Evergreen Drive in North Bonneville is the Port’s top priority.   
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• A discussion took place regarding the number of jobs created by a project and that 

job creation is a major decision criterion used by funding agencies/programs.   

 

• When we lose workers to jobs located outside the county, we also lose their 

household spending to other areas. 

 

• We need the support of our Congressman and the County to work with the Corps of 

Engineers on the North Bonneville Lot I-3 property. 

 

• The County property on Evergreen Drive in North Bonneville is a good site for 

placing excess soil from Parcel II. 

 

• Communication with Klickitat and Hood River counties would be a good idea, to 

see what their needs are and how we can create symbiotic relationships and work 

with clusters. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 1:40 pm.  All agreed that Port and County should meet more 

often to make sure we are working together and are on “the same page.” 

 

Meetings and Seminars: not applicable 

Minutes Approval:  not applicable 

Voucher Approvals: not applicable 

Administrative Approvals:  not applicable 

Staff Reports:  not applicable 

Old Business: not applicable 

New Business:  not applicable 

Executive Session: none 

Adjournment: The Chairman adjourned the meeting at 1:40 p.m. 

 

Next Meeting:  The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Port Commissioners 

will be Monday, June 23, 2008 at 4:00 p.m. at the Port office conference room 40 SW 

Cascade Avenue, Suite 70, Stevenson, WA.      

 

          

APPROVED BY:  

   ____________________________________ 

Commissioner Judy Teitzel, President                                                                                                                                                            

           

_____________________________________  

Commissioner Tony Bolstad, Vice-President 

                                              

_____________________________________ 

Commissioner W.D. Truitt, Secretary 

ATTEST: 

 

________________________________                

Julie Mayfield, Administrative Assistant 


