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Port of Skamania County 

Minutes of the  

Board of Commissioners Meeting 

June 13, 2006 

 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Vice-President Dave Prosser, acting as 

Chairman, at 4:15 p.m. with public comment opened until 4:45 p.m. 

 

Attendance:  In attendance from the Port were Commissioner Judy Teitzel, Commissioner Dave 

Prosser, Port Attorney Ken Woodrich, Business Development Manager John McSherry, 

Facilities & Operations Manager Keith Chamberlain, Facilities Tech. Karl Wilkie, Finance 

Manager Barbara Irving, and Accounting Tech. Tina Tarani. 

 

Public Comment: Port tenant Glenn Strutz of Galaxy Manufacturing was present; and Jim 

Duffus, a resident of North Bonneville, WA. 

 

Glenn expressed his need for additional space for his existing business; and inquired of the 

Commission if they would consider leasing to Galaxy Manufacturing the Port office space than 

will be coming available due to the Tichenor remodel (Suite #60). 

 

The machine that Glenn would like to install in the suite weighs 5,000 lbs and is 16 feet in 

height. The Ports office ceiling is only 12 feet high, and it did not seem probable that the floor 

could take the weight of the machine, but the Port would check with the engineer on this. Dave 

asked Glenn if he might be able to reconfigure his current Suite #85 to fit the machine in that 

space (it being a cement floor, ground level and has the height needed); and possible use the 

upcoming available space for something else. Glenn would look into this. Commissioner Prosser 

informed Glenn the Port would discuss his needing more space and get back to him.  

 

Glenn thanked the Commission and left the meeting at 4:32 p.m. 

 

Other public member Jim Duffus informed the Commission he is at the meeting just to observe. 

 

Meetings and Seminars Reports:  

 

1. Commissioner Teitzel reported the Port Manager position and the Port Commissioner 

vacancy have been published. The Port has received submissions of interest on both 

openings. 

2. Commissioner Prosser attended the Skamania County Chamber of Commerce meeting. A 

new Executive Director has been hired (Casey Roeder). The Chamber also discussed the 

prospect of having the City of Stevenson, Skamania County, the Port, Skamania Lodge, 

City of North Bonneville, and City of Carson getting together and working as a team for 

Economic Development for Skamania County. 
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Minute Approval:  Commissioner Judy Teitzel made a motion to approve the minutes of the 

May 23, 2006 regular scheduled meeting. Commissioner Dave Prosser stepped down and 

seconded the motion. The motion passed. 

 

Vouchers:  Commissioner Judy Teitzel made a motion to approve Pre-Issued General Fund 

Vouchers Numbered 16787 through 16797 in the amount of $7,870.22 dated May 31, 2006.  

Commissioner Dave Prosser stepped down and seconded the motion. The motion passed. 

 

Commissioner Judy Teitzel made a motion to approve General Fund Vouchers Numbered 16798 

through 16836 in the amount of $112,272.32 dated June 14, 2006.  Commissioner Dave Prosser 

stepped down and seconded the motion. The motion passed. 

 

Administrative Approvals: Resolution 03-2006 Appointing Authority to sign warrants for the 

Port of Skamania County. 

 

--Motion—Commissioner Teitzel made a motion to accept Resolution 03-2006 as presented. 

Commissioner Prosser stepped down and seconded the motion. The motion passed. 
 

Port Attorney Ken Woodrich advised the Port to write a policy on how the Port disburses funds. 

 

Staff Reports:   

 

Business & Projects Report:  

 

1. Safety Meeting: Business Development Manager John McSherry 

informed the Commission that since the Port Policy states the Facilities & 

Operations Manager is in charge of the Safety, it will need to be decided 

who will now be in charge. 

2. Contract with City/Parking: John executed the contract with the City of 

Stevenson for the parking across from the Port Tichenor building. 

3. Tichenor Remodel: It is progressing; the Port is having problems with the 

sprinkler system not being in yet and it is holding up the whole project. 

John has been in contact with the contractor who states he will be in 

tomorrow to install sprinklers (June 14, 2006). The Commission agreed to 

spend Port funds to remodel the conference room and archive room in 

conjunction with the Suite #60 remodel. 

4. Wave Attenuation: The Port has received the permit for the Army Corps 

of Engineers; it has a 60 day appeal. The Engineer is working on the 

specs. We can put it out to bid, and John will do this after he is completed 

with Rehfeldt Construction regarding the Tichenor remodel.  

5. Beacon Rock Golf Course: John had met with Kevin to discuss project 

issues. 

6. Sprint: Sprint is still looking for a space to lease. John has been talking 

with the City of North Bonneville about this about Sprint leasing from the 

City or the Port and charging since they are a for profit company. 
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7. The Crab Shack: The lease is completed, and the new air conditioning 

unit recently installed is working. 

8. Boat Docks: The docks are in, they being installed Friday June 9, with the 

help of Commissioner Prosser, Facilities Tech. Karl Wilkie, and John 

McSherry. 

9. Sawtooth Technologies: SawNet’s space is reduced. The contractors 

currently working on the closet space, but John moved them form that 

project to downstairs to Suite #46 & #65. 

10. Normandeau: Normandeau is completely moved into their new suite 

location. 

11. Red Barn/Rigging Loft: The new wall is completed. 

12. Tichenor Suites #45 & #65: The mud is drying in Tichenor Suite #45 and 

the contractors will finish off with the painting on Wednesday (June 14, 

2006). 

The Port has two contracts going on for both Tichenor suite remodels (#45 

and then#60,65,70). 

13. Slingshot: Slingshot is scheduled to move into the Tichenor building 

beginning June 19, 2006. 

14. Commissioners Vacancy: The ad is out and John did receive a resume for 

the position from Jim Duffus. 

15. Budget: This part of John’s report already being gone over during the 

Budget Workshop. 

16. Columbia Gorge Sternwheeler: John informed the Commission the Port 

was contacted by the company leasing the Port of Cascade Locks 

Sternwheeler the Columbia Gorge. The company being called Portland 

Spirit was inquiring if the Port of Skamania County would be charging 

docking fees and if so how much would the cost be, and would docking 

twice in one day be one fee? 

 

A brief discussion took place on docking and fees. 

 

--Motion--Commissioner Teitzel made a motion to authorize John McSherry to expend Port 

funds for purchase of an air conditioning unit and attached electric work (for the Discovery 

Building in North Bonneville, WA), not to exceed budgeted funds. Commissioner Prosser 

seconded the motion. The motion passed. 

 

Financial & Administrative Report: This report was covered during the 

workshop immediately preceding this regular Port meeting. 

 

Facilities & Operations Report:  

 

1. Archive Room: Facilities Tech. Karl Wilkie was asked by the 

Commission how he wanted to handle the moving of the existing boxes in 

the existing archive room. Karl stated if the Port is going to build an 
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upstairs archive room, then he would rather wait and move the boxes once, 

rather than now and having to move them twice. 

2. Facilities Specialist Position: Facilities Tech. Karl Wilkie expressed his 

interest in applying for the Facilities Specialist position that is opening due 

to the resignation of Keith Chamberlain. 

 

A brief discussion took place with the Port Attorney Ken Woodrich for proper procedures. 

 

--Motion--Commissioner Teitzel made a motion to accept Facilities & Operations Manager 

Keith Chamberlain’s resignation with the understanding Commissioner Teitzel will have an exit 

interview with Keith. Commissioner Prosser seconded the motion. The motion passed. 

 

The Commission asked Port staff if anyone had any objections to Karl applying for the Facilities 

Specialist position; and Commissioner Teitzel briefly read the Port policy on hiring. 

 

There were no objections from Port staff. 

 

Commissioner Teitzel wanted to make a statement and have it noted in the minutes that the 

Commission was asked by employees of the Port staff to handle the Port Manager position 

outside the Port because employees might apply (this being requested in Port meeting of May 23, 

2006). 

 

Port Attorney, Commission, and staff expressed their appreciation for Keith’s service and 

dedication to the Port for the years he has been on staff, and wished him success in his future 

endeavors. 

 

Attorney’s Report: None. 

 

Other Business:  

 

Staff Safety Meeting May 4, 2006: See Business & Projects Report. 

 

Unfinished Business: None. 

 

Jim Duffus left the meeting at 5:32 p.m. 

  

Executive Session:  Commissioner Dave Prosser called for an Executive Session at 5:35 p.m. for 

approximately ten (10) minutes ending at 5:45 p.m. under RCW 42.30.110 (g). 

 

The Commission came out of Executive Session at 5:45 p.m. with no decision being made. 

 

Commissioner Prosser proposed an offer to Karl for the position of Facilities Specialist at $19.00 

per hour for now, to help make the Port run; when the Port Manager position is filled Karl can 

negotiate with the Port Manager as far as job description, salary, etc. The position will start 

Monday June 19, 2006. Karl Wilkie accepted the position as offered. 
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--Motion--Commissioner Teitzel made a motion to elevate Karl to the Facilities Specialist 

position with a Salary at $19.00 per hour to due duties that have been outlined until a Manager 

has been hired and then at that time the position will be discussed and re-negotiated. 

Commissioner Prosser seconded the motion. The motion passed. 

 

Commissioner Judy Teitzel called for a second Executive Session at 5:55 p.m. for approximately 

ten (10) minutes ending at 6:05 p.m. under RCW 42.30.110 (g). 

 

The Commission came out of Executive Session at 6:05 p.m. with no decision being made. 

 

A date will be set for the next Budget Workshop for a time in July at the Regular Port Meeting 

on June 27, 2006.  

 

Adjournment: Acting Chairperson adjourned the meeting at 6:08 p.m. 

 

Next Meeting:  The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Port Commissioners will 

be, Tuesday June 27, 2006 at 4:00 p.m. 

 

              

APPROVED BY:  ___________________________ 

Commissioner (vacant)                                                                                                                                                              

           

____________________________  

Commissioner Judy Teitzel   

                                              

____________________________ 

Commissioner Dave Prosser 

 

ATTEST: 

 

________________________________                

Tina Tarani, Accounting Tech. 


